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CRITICISM  AND  FAITH 


A  sufhcieiit  rwisun  for  this  paper  niig-ht  Ix?  fouii.l  in  the  attitud* 
of  our  Coiifcrc-nt'e.^  toward  certain  ordination  clashes  in  late  years- 
not  to  mention  in  detail  the  almost  perilous  pitch  to  whieh  our 
feehngs  rise  npon  the  mere  mention  of  "criticism"  on  almost 
every  occasion. 

A  still  crreater  reason  for  this  dis<-us9ion  lies  in  the  almost 
universal  misconcoption  of  the  tenns  "  criticism,"  "lower  "  and 
'  higher  eriticisTn,"  and  the  general  confusion  of  i)rol)lems  of 
'•criticism"  with  problems  of  "interpretation,"  even  among 
somewhat  literary  men.  This  g.-neral  confusion  se^-nis  to  have 
arisen  from  the  persistent  neglect  of  hurried  writer^  u>  .jistingnish 
between  different  classes  of  problems. 

The  general  belief  also— at  least  among  rhe  Miitiitnred— that 
"criticism  "  has  created  the  difficulties  of  "  inr<rj.retation  "  and  a 
general  mistrust  of  our  sacred  narrative,  while  in  reality  the  truth 
is  that  ditticiilfics  of  "  interpretation  "  were  earlier  than,  and  the 
cause-  of.  critical  investigation,  might  be  consideroj,  bv  some  a 
reason  heyond  all  others  for  a  careful  cf>n<ideration  of  these 
questions. 

Combine  with  these  the  c^.nsiderable  amount  of  literature,  of 
more  or  les<  value,  jiresented  to  us  at  th<"  bands  ,,f  willing 
pami)hleteers.  who — wbftlier  we  will  or  not.  whether  we  U(>ed  or 
not— are  bound  to  save  us  from  the  merciless  bands  <,f  the  critics, 
even  at  infinite  cost,  and  there  seems  little  room  t(^  dnn]>t  that  a" 
calm  consideration  ,if  the  problem  might  be  helpful,  e<p(  dally  to 
those  who  find  fhemsi  Ives  too  ocimij)!.  d  bearing  bunhiis  for  others 
to  grapple  with  the  problem  at  fin-t  hand. 

The  elements  which,  com1)ine<l.  con>titute  my  motive  for  this 
paper  are:  1st.  An  absolute  trust  in  truth.  "The  trut'h  shall 
make  you  free."  said  lie.  wbo,  beyond  all  others,  understood  truth 
and  freedom.  The  fruth  is  the  mily  wni)  to  ///('.  2nd.  An  un- 
feigned love  of  the  brethren.     "  Speak Iiil'  the  truth  in  love."     An 


unloviiifi  pm-Miit  of  tnifli-  if  not  a  contraaictioii  in  tprnis— is  the 
shcirfcstrsurost  and  sbaniefuUst  road  to  falsehood. 

To  t-hi'  ag<Hl  fathers  of  t'his  Conference,  who  have  watched  over, 
in  love,  n.v  ev.rv  ^U'V  toward  and  thu:*  far  in  the  uimistrj',  to 
wthoni  uiv'inexi.eri.^nce  must  appear  as  a  dis<,nal.iication  only 
this'wonl:  I  did  not  ask.  exp(ot  nor  joyfully  accept  this  honor, 
though  1  willinslv  und<M-take  niy  duty. 

To  those  iv^ho  have  so  kindly  assisted  tuc— and  they  are  several— 
mv  sincerest  thanks. 

'in  the  limited  time  afforded  under  the  present  circumstances 
one  dare  scared v  attempt  more  than  a  very  hrief  :.urvoy  of  the 
pro'blem  to  he  discussed.  So  far  as  time  will  p.-rmit  sve  shall 
discuss  the  purlv.st^  method,  authority  and  conclusions  of  criticism, 
as  we  meet  it  in  our  owti  country,  especially  the  college  tyT)e  so 
seriously  condemned  of  late,  from  lack  of  time  omitting  the  radical 
German  criticism.  . 

Then   '■  fnith."  critical   and   iin«-ritical.  their  attitud.'  and  ten- 
dency. , 
The  relation  of  criticism  to  faith  might  furnish  us  a  conclusion. 
Before  discussing  the  problem  of  "  Biblical  critici^^m  "  in  its 
relation  to  faith  we  must,  even  if  at  the  ct>st  of  repetitioii,-agrf^ 
upon  a  content  for  our  terms  "  criticism."  "higher  "  and  "lower, 
and  caref.illv  distinguish  between  problems  of  literary  or  historical 
criticism  and  problems  merely  of  "  interpretation."  ^^ 
The  tmn  "  criucisni  "  is  not  a  synonym  for  "fault-finding.^ 
ft  is  more  nearlv  an  equivalent  for  "judging"  or  "deciding." 
The  ancient  critic  was  the  judge  or  arbiter,  and  his  work  was  the 
act  of  judging  or  deciding  bcrween  contestants.     At  Athens  the 
critics  were  judges  in  jjoetieal  contests. 

The  earliest  exercise  of  this  faculty  of  judging  or  criticizing  in 
relation  t,.  the  New  Testam.  lit  must  havo  begun  very  early  and 
bi-ei.  verv  complex  as  weli.  I'.y  the  year  -200  s.,me  bishops  were 
all. .wimr  tile  reading  of  all  the  rejMPrted  writings  of  Peter  ni  their 
.•hiirehes:  but  Serapion,  Bishop  nf  Aiitioeb,  wa>  refusing  the  read- 
inc  of  the  second  epistle  of  Peter  and  his.  so-called,  gosjiel,  because 
of  ilieir  bannfnl  itiflneiice  on  the  life  of  bis  people.  This  was 
Biblical  criticism.  . 

In  the  year  IIO"  we  meet.  f<ir  the  first  time  in  history,  a  ^ew 
Testament  identical  with  our  own.  The  third  council  <.f  Carthage 
(.^07)  is  the  first  council  to  recognize  this  Xew  Testament.  And 
(ven  after  the  decision  of  that  council  the  school  of  Anfioch.  viz.. 
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(>hrysot't(.iii,  'J'li< odore  and  Tlu-odoret.  refused  to  acknowledge  ecr- 
tain  authorized  IkjoUs,  viz.,  I'nd  and  .'5rd  John,  2nd  Peter  and 
Jude.  And  not  until  (iiH  was  our  Xew  Testament  officially 
reeofrnizcd  l»y  East  and  West.  This  means  thai  durinjj  that  long 
period  the  keenest  criticism  was  taking  place,  and  that  only  by  this 
critical  pr<K'ess  of  examining  and  te.--tinjK  different  writings  could 
our  Rihle  come  into  authoritative  existence  as  a  separate  literature. 
The  critics  gave  us  our  present  Bible. 

The  problem  of  "  lower  criticism  "  is  largely  the  examination 
of  varying  texts;  while  the  distinctive  feature  of  "higher  criti- 
cism" is  the  examination  of  the  historic  environment  of  a  text 
and  conclnsions  from  the  investigations  made. 

The  problem  of  "interpretation."  however,  is  a  much  wider  one, 
inasmuch  as  it  meets  every  teacher  and  reader  of  the  Rible,  and  is 
a  more  fundamental  one,  inasmuch  as  it  underlies  and  is  the 
reason  f«>r  all  lower  and  higher  criticism.  The  failure  to  make 
this  distinction  has  led  to  general  confusion  among  the  masses  and 
a  general  suspicion  of  the  teafhing  and  teachers  of  our  theological 
schools. 

To  illustrate  what  I  mean  by  this,  the  first  eleven  chapters  if 
Genesis  furnish  good  material.  The  variations  in  the  stories  of 
creation  or  of  the  flood  have  caused  all  thoughtful  people  to  cast 
about  for  explanations.  But  as  far  as  T  know  the  leading  Bible 
students  of  any  school  have  not  discredited  our  text.  That  fact 
clears  all  the  so-called  lower  critics.  Xor  has  any  higher  critic 
suggested  that  the  writers  were  untrue  to  the  literary  and  his- 
tor'wd  characteristics  of  the  age  in  which  they  lived  and  labored ; 
though  they  have  suggested  that  those  characteristics  differed  con- 
siderably from  those  of  our  mvn  age.  And  of  this  there  is 
abundant  proof. 

Thus  the  questions  arising  from  the  stories  of  the  creation  or  of 
the  flowl  as  contained  in  our  Bible  were  not  invented  or  even  dis- 
covered by  the  higher  or  lower  critics,  but  are  problems  for  all  the 
interpreters  of  that  part  of  our  Bible,  from  the  highest  ecclesiastic 
and  most  profound  s<'holar  to  the  humblest  believer  and  simj)lest 
follower  of  the  truths  therein  taught.  And  the  questions  rais<'d 
are  not  of  the  nature  of  lower  or  higher  criticism,  but  ])urelv  of 
the  nature  of  interpretation,  viz..  what  interpretation  shall  T  hold 
of  the  st;ory  of  creation,  of  Ed<'n  and  of  the  flo<xl  ?  Ts  the  creation 
story  a  scientific  treatise?  Are  the  stories  of  the  garden  and  of 
the  flood  literal  history  in  the  way  that  we  understand  the  term? 
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Or  are  they  all  the  work  of  a  th.ti  who  wrote  as  God  dictated,  in 
some  miraculous  way,  not  knowing  what  he  wrote  (  Or  are  these 
writings  the  work  of  an  ordinary-  human  being,  inspired  to  his 
best  by  the  Holy  Spirit  interpreting  the  m\-steries  of  the  universe, 
of  life,  of  sin,  as  ex|)erienee(i,  of  retribution,  as  they  all  crowd 
themselves  upon  him  through  his  senses?  All  these  views  are 
more  or  less  common.     They  cannot  all  he  wholly  true. 

Thus  it  is  quickly  seen  that  the  problem  of  interpretation  is  the 
first  and  fundamental,  be<eause  all  readers  are  confronted  by  it  and 
all  other  problems  arise  from  it. 

To  answer  the  foregoing  questions  our  best  thought  energies 
have  been  applie<l.  Linguists  hftve  examined  the  texts  to  see  if 
wo  have  the  most  <»onsistent  and  reliable  one.  that  no  uncertainty 
may  arise  from  that  quarter.  Historical  investigations  have  heen 
made  of  the  formation  and  transmission  of  texts,  versions,  etc.,  to 
dispel  doubt  from  this  quarter.  And  all  hax-e  returne«l  with  the 
answer  that  our  text  is  reliable,  so  that  the  problem  remains  as  it 
first  appearofl,  one  of  "critical  interpretation,"  not  of  "higher" 
or  "  lower  criticism." 

Without  suggesting  here  any  answer  to  these  qu(  stions  it  should 
be  noticed  that  the  same  class  of  question  arises  variously  in  the 
Old  and  New  Test  lUents.  and  always  with  as  gnat  difficulty  as  in 
Genesis  one  to  eleven. 

To  illustrate  this  we  need  only  examine  the  passagf^s  de,<cribing 
the  conversations  of  G(h1  with  Moses.  Ex.  ,S3:  11  says:  "And 
the  Lord  spake  imto  Moses  face  to  face,  as  a  man  speaketh  unto  his 
friend."  Ex.  ')^:  20,  rejiresents  God  Jehovah  as  saying,  "  Thou 
canst  not  see  mv  face,  for  man  shall  not  see  nio  and  live."  Dent.  8  : 
4.  "  The  Lord  spake  with  yf>u  face  to  face  in  the  mount  out  of  the 
midst  of  the  fire."  Deut.  5:  24.  apparently  correcting  the  error 
of  Ex.  3." :  20.  says.  "And  ye  said.  Behold  the  L<ird  our  God  hath 
showed  us  his  glory  and  his  greatness,  and  we  have  heard  his 
voice  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire;  we  have  seen  this  day  that  God 
doth  speak  with  man  and  he  liveth."  In  this  complex  problem  wo 
might  hope  for  help  frntn  the  New  Testament.  John  1  :  18,  "  T^o 
man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time."  John  4:  24.  Jesus  says  to  the 
woman  at  the  well.  "  God  is  a  spirit."  probably  implying  that  the 
human  limitations  of  space  and  time  did  not  apiily  to  God.  and 
that  no  human  eye  had  ever  seen  GkkI  despite  the  contentions  of 
the  Old  Testament.  This  is  only  oi.e  diificulty  in  the  doctrine  of 
God  ;  there  are  others. 
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Am  ,.q,,ally  .hHu-nlt  .m-  pn^rnr.  i,.,.|f  i„  the  tt-achiiig  .,f  John's 
first  ,.,„..tlc.  nrar.h.in;  sn. :   Is,  .J,.hi,    I.  votvso.s  8  and  10,  -  If  wo 

!!'.,         iV  "'7'"'  "■'■  '''"■'■'^"  '""■-'•'v<-.  and  th,.  tn.th  is  not 

in  .  It  we  .:,y  that  we  have  n.-t  sinned,  we  n.al<e  hi.u  a  liar 
.nd  h,s  w„rd  ,s  no,  „,  ,.s.  1st  John  -•; :  !..  -Whosoever  is  hej,.>tten 
of  God  doeth  no  s,„,  „,,,„..  his  ..,1  al.idefh  in  hin.:  and  ho  ,.,n- 
n or  >.n  b,.oa.Kse  he  ..  bep.tte,,  of  (Jod.-  The  sa,n.>  diffieulties  are 
not.  wtb  u,  St.  Panl-s  writings:  |J„„,.  ..i.,,„  ;  ,„.,  ,      j^^,^^  ^^,.^ 

all  ,.,-uMen,s  ot  e,.itieMl  in,n-|.n  tarion,"  and  eonfront  overv  r.ader 
of  onr  saem    hteratnre  as  w.-ll  as  teaeher.  of  it.      Thov' are  not 

fact  that  he.v  hav  b,.o..  -oi.tnsed  with  sneh  problems  has  led  to  a 
jrroat  deal  ot  eontnsion  as  well  as  brinffinir  the  teaehin-r  of  onr 
colleges  into  ({ncstion  quite  uniKwssarilv. 

One  ean  see  at  a  glanee  the  difference  between   the  problems 
here  n.entio-ud  and  those  of  hifrher  eritieism.  properly  so  called 
sueh  as  the  anthorship  of  Psalm  110;  of  •'  Dentero  Isaiah."  or 
even   the  jrospel   of  John.     And  yet   a    v,.,-v  <.nmmon   nu-thml   of 
reatn..-nt  ,s  to  pnt  all  in  one  .-lass;  treat  ihe.n  as  identieal  prob- 
lems and  al)nse  all  who  differ  from  „,  jn  their  oonelnsions  reirard- 
injr    these   questions.     By    this    ear.-less    and    manifestlv    nnjnst 
nietb.Kl  of  treatment  we  have  j.nt  int,.  one  .•lass  all  onr  Hibl'ieal 
oxf-etes.  whose  life-work  has  l,e,.n  to  jearn  and  d.elare  th..  '•  wh.de 
c.nnsel  of  G.mI,"  and  such  men  as  Rd.erf  Inp.Tsoll,  wh.).  when  he 
studied  the  Bible,  did  so  t,.  i).,int  out  its  difH.-nltios.  not  with  a 
view  to  learning  and  f.a.diinii-  its  true  moaning. 
^^   A   better  mofh.Ml   w.mM   !,.•  to  keep  separate  the  pr..blems  of 
mterprotation."  up.m  u'hi.di  every  sensible  man  has  s,>me  right 
to  a  li.  a  ring,  and  i)r.)bl,Mn.-  of  •' high.r  eritieism."  in  whieh  onlv 
specialists  in  th.'  ombined  courses  of  history,  classics  and  orientals 
bave  a  right  to  speak,  since  they  are  th..  only  ,.nos  .pialifie.!  to  know 
tbo  facts  of  file  case. 

With  this  distinction  more  or  1.  ss  in  mind  v.-e  mav  turn  to 
examine  bri.^fly  the  attitude  of  .liff,.r,.nt  men  when  c.>nfrontod 
with  difti.-ultios  of  iiiterj>retatioii  or  of  higher  criticism. 

Aino!ig  tho.-e  who  opjwso  any  systematic  stu.lv  for  the  solutio:. 
of  the  difficulties  of  int.-rprotation  th.'re  are  vari..ns  methods  of 
attempting  to  avoid  the  issue. 

A  very  common  inotho.l  is  to  declare.  '•  T  s.o  no  difficulties,"  or 
at  least  .loue  of  any  a<-coum   iimil  they  are  exaggerated  beyond 
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ri'cognitioii.     Thi.".  of  conisc.  raw  !•<■  inithfiillv  Miid  oiilv  by  those 
who  lire  iiit«'ll(«ctiiiill,v  liliiid.  for  the  dirticiiltics  arc  iiiaiiif<'st. 

Aiintlicr  iiicthod  i-  to  iijiiiii'c  fho-c  piirt>  of  the  IJililc  tliat  contain 
these  (litHeultics.  This  i-  the  lK>l(iesit  scheme  yet  invented  of 
"  inntihitiiii;' "  tlie  Scripttires ;  for  liy  '^'kiiiu  tlie  parts  we  prefer 
anil  eon>tniiii^'  th(  in  after  onr  own  idea-  we  invite  (iod's  lieve- 
lalion  to  snpport  any  or  all  of  onr  "  ciinniiii-'ly  devised  fahlos.'' 

A  third  and  more  aiiti(piate(]  method  is  t  >  ehiim  that  the  Hihlo 
stands  ai  me  as  a  lit(  rattire  ami  is  aliove  invosti^ration ;  that  tlod 
iniraenlon.sly  dictated  it  and  men  a-  miraciilonsly  recorded  it  and 
ooHeeted  the  records  into  the  ^n-oiip  called  the  "  liihle."  and  that 
now  all  rifrhts  of  invc-tijration  are  reserved.  This  theory.  thoti;rh 
false,  mijrhthe  somewhat  comfortiiifr  hm  tor  the  fact  that  it  belies 
all  onr  information  on  the  formation  of  the  "  canon."  and  leads  to 
even  worse  lo<:ieal  conseipK'nces. 

I}y  this  method  we  lower  the  authority  of  the  ("hri-tian  Scrip- 
tures to  the  level  of  the  ^^ohammedan  scri|)ttii-es  i  a<di  proving 
its  divine  anihority  by  it>clf  and  it>  own  claims.  TieiWM'n  sncli 
e<]iial  ami  opposite  claimants  "  mifrht ""  alone  mn^t  be  arbiter. 

75e-ides  this  there  i-  the  iiicvitalde  dithciilty  of  denyiii!:  one  of 
two  osentials  involved: 

(  1  )  If  w(  claim  that  onr  Hihle  i-  a  faultless  record  of  a  super- 
nattiral  dictation  from  iin  Oniiiiscieiit  God  then  we  must  deny  the 
titistwjirthiness  of  hiinian  n  a>oii  that  <"uid>  difficnlti<s  in  the 
record.      Thus  w(»  compel  onr  rea-on  to  suicide. 

(2^  But  if  onr  record  Iw  faultiest  ami  oiir  n  a-on  trustworthy 
then  the  difficulties  of  interpi'etarion-  -ometiims  called  dis- 
crci>ancies — are  sim]>ly  (Jod's  niistiikes  in  dietafiiifr. 

Thns  the  (daim  of  an  infallible  record  means,  on  the  one  hand,  a 
denial  of  onr  CJod-iriven  reason;  ou  the  other,  the  acce])taiice  of  s 
fallible  (Jod. 

A  more  humble  and  devout,  heeaii-e  more  truthful,  niethoil  is, 
seeinir  the  difficultie-.  to  frankly  ackiiowledi>c  them  and  face  their 
copseqiiences.  Faith  irains  iiothiiifrhy  falsehood.  Fearlessly  teach 
the  well-known  truths  and  as  fearle--]y  sfriif:'irle  to  solve  the  diffi- 
eiilties,  keei)ini!;  the  mind  oimmi  to  every  ray  of  li,i:ht,  sent  of  Clod 
to  make  clear  His  will.  To  such  a  character  as  honestly  faces 
these  ditficnlties  much  kindly  lii-ht  is  afforded.  To  him  come-s 
the  lower  or  textual  critic  with  the  accnmulated  results  of  the 
lahors  of  <ren'ratii'ns.  To  him  also  comes  the  hisrher  orcontextual 
critic  with  thi'  re- ults  of  his  labors.      This  is  flie  very  jinrpose  of 
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••riticisiii,  I.wcr  iiihI  lii^-lnr.  f,.  hy]h<i  u<  li^lii  all  pos-ii.!.  r  \  id.i.,-,'. 
Iit«'riirv  and  lii.-torioal.  that  iiiav  a«>i>i  the  iiitcrprctir  ,,{  S.Ti|itiirf 
to  tcacli  •  the  wlidlf  cuiiii-icl  i>(  (JimI."  Where  enticism  fail-  i.. 
truly  SI  r\e  tlic  eml>  of  inithfiii  iiiteriirctation.  it  fails  of  ii-  |.iii'- 
|H)se.  If  it  (Iciiv  this  |nir|>u-e  it  .l<nies  tlie  only  irromid  for  it8 
e.\isteii<-e. 

Wlidi  the  critics.  hij>her,  h.wcr  and  iiit(r|ireiaii\e.  ,,fler  n,  the 
nsnits  of  their  \v..rk.  so  far  aecoiii]ilished.  ue  ttiav  examine,  value 
and  n-e-  when  iisil.I.-- th<-ir  resiilfs.  thanking'  tli.  m  f.  •■  their 
l.ain-;  or  we  may  simni  with  coiitem|.t  l.oth  the  w.,rk  and  the 
workers.  Whi.di  have  we  done  '.  They  will  feel  at  lii.ertv  tu  ivplv 
in  kind  or  ofhei-\vis<-.     Wlii(di  have  they  (h.ne  ^ 

Thus  the  end  or  ])nr|M.se  ,,f  crificism'is  the  service  of  trnili. 

Ciranied  rhat  the  true  purpose  of  criticism  is  truth,  ihai  the  end 
of  hihlical  criiici-m  is  to  declare  "the  wliole  .■onns..l  of  (;,,d  " 
rath«-r  than  iner.'  fra^rments.  it  is  now  to  l)e  e.\amin<-d  whether  liie 
projx  r  method  ha-  heen  or  is  hein^r  adojited.  l.v  tlms,.  who  are 
cn^raiivd  in  the  work.  The  melliod  will  vary  with  tlie  ti..Id  of 
operation. 

While  if  is  universally  ..one.  d.'.l  that  truth  is  unitarv.  notwith- 
standing Its  cpinplexity.  i.e..  that  truth,  wh.-rev.  r  met.  wh.  ih.  r  of 
mathematics  or  science.  c.uif,ui.is  to  all  known  truth,  u-heiher  >.f 
p-^ycliolooy.  rejioi.m.  or  history,  re.oar.lle-s  of  fi,ue  and  pla.v  it  is 
eipially  certain  and  more  readilv  se,  n  that  the  .putlitv  of  tlie  inith 
i:-ained  and  the  metlmd  (d'  liainiiii;  it  will  varv  witli',ver\  a^.tiue 
of  ai)proach  toward  it.  To  ill,,.,, .ate:  .\  mathematiral  tfuth 
difters  in  cpialify.  extent  and  nn  tli,,,]  ff,,,,,  ,.|,|  hisf.u-ical  fact  how- 
fvcr  certain  that  fact  may  he.  :\  mathematical  truth  is  "neces- 
sarily true-  ii  canm,t  he  otlierwlM-  i;  cannot  1,,.  ,|uesti,uied.  .\n 
historical  fact  is  conditionally  true.  A  mathemailcal  fruih  i-  uni- 
versally true.  .\,|  historical  fact  is  true  only  of  ,-eftain  per-.ns  ,„• 
events.  The  metho.]  of  veritication  in  inatlieniiuics  is  ••  d,.|ii,,iHtra- 
tion.  '  Tile  metliod  of  v(  rih'cation  in  history  is  '■  ii;vesti-afi,,;i  " 
for  "  corrohorative  •'  facts.  .\or  is  hi-t,u'y  less  forHmat,.  than  a'liv 
other  department  of  human  knowleduc  excepiini;  in.iili<iiiati..-.  in 
this  resjwt.  In  all  other  fields  the  truth  of  our  n  ason.'d  r.-i'ilt< 
IS  one  of  (Icii-ne  only.  N'atural  science  depend-  upon  experiment 
with  iictivities  presented  to  iJoiHci,>usn,.-s  throu-;-!!  tli<'  sense-,  and 
induction  from  ol.servid  facts.  I^-ycdioloiry  depends  up,,,,  exp.  ri- 
meiit  \v\r\\  activiiie-  immeiliately  pr< -ent  to  con-eiousii,.><.  ;i,.ti\  i- 
ties  even  of  the  senses,  and  in<liictioii   fmm  oh-,  rved  facts.      I'„,ih 
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a,,  lial.lr  In  .nor  in  tin-  summary  of  fu.-ts.  Hoth  uro  liul.lc  to 
fiiMr  in  ill.'  iiiiliK'tiun.  The  induction  its.lf  is  iniUtcr  of  Ix-lict. 
not  of  truth  or  i<nowlodgi'. 

Kach  Hvenue  that  h-ads  toward  iriiih  has  its  own  method  of 
vcriticiition,  and  can  ns(.  no  other.  Matheniatios.  denionslratioii 
and  deiluction ;  seienee.  ixperiinent  and  in<lnclinii ;  history,  investi- 
gation of  re<>ords.  (The  assiiraiice  whi(di  aecoinjianies  l.eli.''s  that 
have  i.<-.dee'.  <1  method  is  no  ptarantee  ,d"  truth:  for  the  suhlimist 
assurani-e  km.wn  is  the  assnraii.-e  of  the  untutored  mind  in  holding 
the  wihh'St  suiK-rstitions. ) 

Now.  the  critics  most  dr«'a(h'd  at  the  |in  sent  time  are  tho^e  who 
opcnlv  prof(ss  to  deal  with  the  literature  of  the  Old  Testament.. 
In  our  enthusiastic  correction  of  thcM-  we  can.  for  the  moment, 
forget  all  the  minor  oft'-uces  of  the  textual  or  lower  critic.  Now 
the^vork  <>(  the  liigher  critic,  so-calhd.  lies  .ssentially  in  the  reahn 
of  history,  or  of  historic  records.      The  method  ad.>j)tcd  i.s  that  of 


untliiudiing  investigation. 


the  onlv  avaihihlc   mctliod    in  history, 


whether  that  historv  he  of  human  or  .'iviiie.  mitural  or  super- 
natural, events.  li.'  undertakes  to  inv.stigate  every  text  and 
everv  context  of  the  P.ihle  in  its  growth.  He  examines  the  his- 
torical environn.eni  of  its  growth;  the  religious,  literary,  social 
and  commeivial  characteristics  of  th  ■  peoph^  to  whom  this  revela- 
tion was  given.  Xav.  more,  he  examines  all  these  characteristics 
of  the  nations  who.  in  the  provi.leiice  of  (Jod.  were  tlie  me.lia  o 
interaction  for  th-  moral,  intellectual  and  religious  development  ot 
this  people.  Now.  if  truth  Le  unitary,  the  truth  discovc'red  l).v 
these  critics  can  never  clash  with  any  religious  truth  in  the  uni- 
verse to  which  tin  v  hotli  belong. 

Tm  this  it  mav'l.e  replied:  W.  d-.  imt  ol.ject  to  any  truth  they 
have  either  discovered  ov  ina.le  more  pnmiineMt.  But  w.^  do  ohject 
to  careless,  .w. cping  :'nd  manifestly  false  generalizations  made 
from  scantv  fact  and  ahuiulant  guessing. 

That  certain  writers  have  entered  the  tii-ld  of  criti.'ism  pre- 
i.idic.d  l.v  piTcoiiceived  notions  of  what  the  P.ihle  ought  t..  I.e.  and 
'det(  ruiined  to  ivconstr-ict  it  after  their  uu  n  ideal,  is  prohahly  as 
true  as  that  some  ministers  go  to  the  Rihle  to  find  proof  texts  fer 
some  prec.mceived  noti(.ii  without  troiihling  to  find  the  whole  teach- 
in-  of  ivvelation  rcirarding  it.  But  th.-  method  of  criticism  is  no 
more  to  be  c(Mi-^iired  for  the  abuse  it  has  suffered  <ui  the  one  hand 
than  the  r.ihle  i^  f-'f  the  abuse  it  has  suffered  on  the  other.  And 
it   is  the  method   with  which  \\<-  are  here  concerned,     We  may 
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.-IK-iik  Mf  n-iilt-  lai,  r.  Tli..  iii<  tlm,!  .,(  iiivcstipitiuii  i^  tlir  h.jriti- 
mut.'  iri.ilh.,1  fur  tli^  historic  i-\vuwM  ii.  unv  prohl.m.  v,'\ut\m-  of 
•mm!  Ml  .•niifiun.  i.rtMTvutioii  and  n'.lcinplinn.  nr  man  in.-pirr.l  or 
iniiM^iMrr.l;  aii.l  t..  uppo^,.  this  ,n,.thu.|  (  pn.p.  rlv  irminl.,!.  of 
'•"iir-c)  l.v  any  .^.-l,  ;istic-nl  anth.rity.  through  what,  vcr  nrntivc, 
wlicihcr  pncun.-.  iv.MJ  i,|,.a  of  what  revelation  nm-t  !..•,  nr  rsalted 
notion  of  inspiration,  or  .vcn  in  tlic  interi'st  of  the  uio,,t  holv  fniili. 
H  to  .xrlianfre  tho  iiiit-hirit.v  of  revelation,  r.ason  nn.l  eoil-ei,  nee 
tor  the  authority  of  ili,  ehiireh!  in  faet.  to  forfeit  all  that  (Jo.j 
has  {.'ive.i  us  throujrh  the  ajrony  and  hlood  of  the  Prote-tant 
lieforiuation. 

This  <loos  not  elaim  nor  admit  that  everv  word  spoken  i,v  the 
so-eal)ed  erities  is  pospel ;  nor  that  everv  eonelusion  drawn  is  I'nith 
It  simply  means  that  in  matters  historical  the  pathway  to  truth  is 
tenHess-investipuion.  (  It  mifrht  !«■  adde.l  h«'re.  that  in  this  path- 
way peace  is  possible  only  to  tliose  wifli  an  unwnverinjr  faith  in 
the  truthfulness  of  God  in  all  His  w,.rks.  ev.m  in  tlie  construction 
of  the  human  iinderstaii(lin<r.  I 

That  som..  statements  of  the  critics  must  evident' v  l)e  acc.pted 
while  we  f.el  at  liberty  to  n  Ject  others,  notwithstand'ing  the  noi)lc 
purpose  and  valid  method  of  those  wlio  make  those  statenionts,  in- 
troducfis  the  whole  problem  of  aitlhorii .<  in  matters  of  roli<non  ■  a 
problem  so  va-t  that  even  a  brief  sinvev  of  its  historv^ would 
trans,  , OSS  the  limits  .,f  this  pap,,-.  Tho'fact  remains,  however, 
that  we  will  not  b..  happy  until  we  are  told  '-by  what  authority 
they  do  these  tliina:-  and  wjio  i.rave  them  this  authorifv." 

Fiider  the  old  covenant  the  fiiuil  authority  was  "the  word  of  tho 
lonl."  "Thus  saith  the  Lord"'  was  the'final  sent.'iico  when  a 
nchly-robed  "  .Vpifr "  i>  hewn  in  pieces  by  Samuel:  or  when 
four  hundred  prophets  of  Ural  are  beheaded  on  Mount  rarmcl.  at 
the  command  of  Elijah;  or  when  "an  hnndri'd  fourscore  and  five 
thousand  ''  Assyrians  under  Sennacherib,  around  Jerusalem, 
perished  in  a  nijrht.  aecordiii<r  to  the  "thus  saith  the  Lord,"  sjmken 
by  Isaiah  to  the  terrified  Kin<r  ITezekiah.  That  Israel  som.'times 
refused  to  cnbey  w.  the  jxrealer  >in  l)H-ause  (.f  tlie  finality  of  the 
spoKen  word. 

When  Jesus  spoke  He  claimed  authority  and  people  recojiui/ed  it. 
When  the  apo-ths  spol  -  of  Him  their  authority  was  mor-  o-  less 
admitted.  Luke  writes  as  one  who  bor,->  testimony  to  what  \u-  had 
heard  those  say  who  were  eye-witnesses.      .\iid  y(  t  he  i- 


authoritv.      T^y  the  y(ar  lOS." 


the  church 
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n,,.  Cc.uii.'il  ..f  Tivi>t.  l.-.»s  l.-.tll.  rraHirni.a  ihi.  uiirlinnty  .Mule 
,1,,.  iM.w.r  aii.l  i.ru^v-.  uf  tl.r  I'roirstiint  lM\.n..aii..h  •  vvlnU-  the 
Coiinril  ,.f  ('...iMan..-.  lUMMs.  jii.t  at  nfnnnaiinn  .lawn,  hud 
,l,.,.|an.l  it-  antl...riiv  i..  Ik-  .lin.t  lr..in  Cl.r.-t.  In  i:!.  8  \\  v.-l.f. 
,.t'  Kh-lai..!.  I.M.I  iva.-la.l  th,-  tiriii  _c..iivi.-ii..n  that  "ih.'  W-nl  ..I 
(i.MJ  i*  ihf  -"'I.'  iiitiiiiat  •  aiith.iriiy."  •    •     i 

|„  1  K>',»  th.'  I'..]..'  f..rl.a.l.'  II  t.>  iMva.-h  "  that  h-lv  writ  i.  th.' 
-„1..  „:ii.,.at,.  rtil-  ..f  faith."      h.   lH:.  hr  -i.tr-tv.l  n.a.t  vhImm  l-.r 

this  truth.  ,      ,  ... 

,,„..  hn.i.ln.l  aii.l  iw,.  v.ar^  lai. f.  LMT.  l-nilu-r  uppcalc-.l  fr-m 
,h,.  :niih..ritv  .►!■  th.'  l'..)"'  t-  thai  ..f  th.'  >;cii.i'al  <M,m.cil.  1  lu- 
iMM  v.ar  h.'  appcalcl  fr..ih  iIh'  .•■.hii'mI  t..  th.-  unth-riiy  ,,t  Scnp- 
r.Mv  ■  III  l.'.-M  he  appeal..!  tV..iii  th,.  aiith..ritv  ..f  tho  ('(•ci.-uHii.'al 
,..„„„.||  ,„a  I,„,K.rial  I)i..t,  t..  th..  nm.l.iiio.i  authority  ..t  Srnrlurr 

mimI  rrason  in  th..  iu.v..|-t..-lM-f..ri--ol t.^n  app.al.  "l  nl.>s  1   am - 

viii.T.i  l.v  Srrn.lnrr  aii.l  rrn.sn,,.  I  .■aiin..t,  .lar..  n..t,  ivtra.-t  any- 
,hi„..  ilore  1  tak..  inv  M....1.  1  can  .1..  n..  ..th.rwHo;  s..  h.lp 
„„•  (i...l."'  An.l  fn.in  that  .hit.  i..  th.'  pr. -<nt  l»r..t.-tuiitiHn  has 
iH.n  a^  willini:  t,.  <.>i:tV..  tli-  authority  oi  Scripinr..  as  "R.-nan 

(\..l,..li.-iMi.  t..  .I..nv  it :  whil..  I I'm  writois  -.om  l.ni  I.,  ii.t  n.s.ty 

th.'  .livif'-ivti f  visi.rti.  _ 

I-  ii.  th.'ii.  aiiv  w..nil.r  if  with  a  sii.ro-si..ii  ,.t  writers  t-r  hve 
liiiii.ln.l  years.  . level.. pi iifr  a  iifeaf,  idea,  thai  Hi.v..-i"n  .•..iifiniiiiiii 
,„  -iirh  ii'iMi  as  Mii.y.  \VMt-..n  an.l  liiirwash.  wh.^.'  work-  an-.  ..r 
ii'iv,  !..■.. II  t.'xt-  in  .mr  (•.>llefios.  that  stii.l.iits  eiiur-ie  tr.)m  ihcse 
i,',.,ii,ni..e-  will,  a  luirnin-  /.'mI  f..r  11. -ly  Wrii  '.     Tlw  U..f..rin.Ts 

ih,.|ii-..h.-  w..r..  n.-i    m.'i-e  pr uilmmI  ;   nay.   iii..iv.   th..   i.i.  a   lia< 

..r..wi,   with  Ilw  v,.arv.  f..r  u..  p.v.v.linii   writ.'r  has  <m-|.a"...   ti... 
h,-t   ni.n.i..n.l   in  .h.f.-n.li.iir  tli..  alxolut..  aiith..rity  ..t   Ser.pt  mv. 
\t  the  el..-'.-  .>f  a  ear.fiil  .•xaminati.Mi  ..f  th.'  s.wall.  .1  ".■.►-..rdinatf 
!,nil„  ■•lii,-  ,.f  Cliri-ii^.M   ,!..iiiiM.   rr...   iraditimi.   Mm    "l.u.vli.  tli.' 


il!n,„inatiii-  Spirit  in  th..  in.livi.liial  ImIu'V.!-.  \u-  ^;.y~ :  I  he 
i  l„,„in:iti.ii:-  Spirit  In,-  i'-  .Hi.-..  ...laMin::'  .mr  taiih  i-.  ninl.  r-tan.l 
ill,.  Wor.l."  Of  ira.iiti.-n  h.'  -ay-:  "  That  wlifh  fir-l  ii.ak.'s  .ts.^lt 
kiM.wn  l.v  writt...!  .ii..nnni..it-  ..niy  -evei'al  s:vii..rafi..tK  att.T  Up 
(Iraih  ..fall  tl...  ap..>il.-  w..  in^v  ...  riaii.ly  ..lani.  f.  i.-t  l.y  the 
,,„,-!,,!i,-  iiumninenl-  .li.  ni<.  U.-."  Of  tl...  Chn.vh  li.  -av^j  •'  (  er- 
'fiinlv  tl...  -tafiii.  lit  ..f  truth  whi.'h  r.^pre-.m-  tl...  tinth  .-t  a  i-reat 
iHHlv.f  Christian-,  an.l  hat  for  ii.anv  ....■.•es^iv..  -...Lratn^ns  is  a 
„„„•.,,  ,„.,.f....t   :....!   a.le.p.at..  <tat...n..nt   than   that   \Vhi..h   n.p_n.s,.nts 

ivi.iiial.      r-nl   -'ill  hi-t.iry  inak. -^  it   very 


th..  faith  "f  any  ..m-  in-in 


It 


"V3B» .  .5:  ■»  I  /     •   ;>.  :»•  «r--j«"»c-  -  a\  ii 


M;..i,njr  il...  l.,np.-,  -„,.,....,i,.n  .,f  ,i,„p  .....    ,1...  ^-mu.-.t  vurifty  of 
.  ..•.•..,„-,„„..,.,  mav    „.  v.-rv  far  fn.,,,  ...xhai      in^  rl...  ,„II  ...,„t,.nt  „f 

n,l   '"'ti     ;■       ■■'  ■  '"■  '■;■""■"'"■'  >"•'■''•'"      '•-  "   ••'""l"'-""tal 

rmh       M„.  (  h,„-.. h  ,nav  I,,.;,  m,,.,-,.  ,.„,.|..,.|        .  r|.r..t,.r  of  tl...  Wur.l 

.....  1...  .M.lnnlnal.  ,.n.l  l,.,tl.  ,1,..  Chnn-I.  „     1  ,1...  in,|,u.|„al  l.a^.. 
tlmr  .I.St.,,..,  .|,„v  ...  ,1a.  ,,.,.,.„„„  ,.,•  ,,,„,,     ,  y^^-       ,.^.,,^_  ^^^^^  .^^ 

"'  •'7"''";""V".''"    "'"■'''•  '""   >"'  i"-liv..i....l,   'I,nr,.|..  ..,„ 

'"•",'  ;■;'''   '•""■'■'"'•'•""'•'"""  '•'■■  M"M   ai.tl.ori.v,   a,  a 

c.;n.-    „    appeal    wlu.„  ,1„.  ,,,.,..,1..,,  ;,.  ..wh„  ,  -  ( 'l.ristiu..  ,r..th  T 

Jhat  pla...  ,..,.,  I,va....un|..,|,.,,     .,       ,i„„.,.,,      ;„W  Hi.n  .„  Hin 

iiispir.'.!  ai....tl.M  ai..|  tl...  al,: 

il.i-  wri'f...   \V.)r.l.      I'hi.  \V,, 

I'lit   \va«  fiillv  ....fill, I,, I   f,.,,||| 

iiinl    pi<.iil.i.(>   iLcMiiirli   til.    Ill 

S|)irir   vvhi.'ii   iii^piicl   an. I 

^iii'l.' !  ilic.ii  to  write.  ai..l     ii, 

ti'iiili  ill  the  aposh.li..  ai-f,  li;i- 

ill.'  \v.ii-|(|  ami  all   the  a;:.    ,  ,i 

ill   .liiikii..^   aii.i   . I. mill,   an. I 

all  ■.■•li.»  a.-.'  waii.liriiiir  in,,, 


co.itn.v,.,-....  wlii,.l,  .o,n,.,nnM.s  <t^mrn  i^  nu^u  m  Ur  faiti 
ihx  .si,pn.„i..  |,ia,M.  .,f  a.iih  ri(v  an.i  4,^  .•  ,,  .-an  -daiv  wit 
lU'ltllrr  ilir  Cl.iiii'li   ih.r  ,1,, 


iiiir/      (  Alanl.  ..(  \,i.  T),,  ,i      ,    .; 
I'nd.r   ill,,   indiicn.'..   ..|'       ,.1,   ., 
•■^till  lircatli.w  an. I  ImriH  ,     h. 

is  it  a  u-..n.|(r  iha,  ^■|•a.  ,-.  ,. 
pati«-iic('  with  ^.(-call.,!  ,  „■-.  u  n 
lion  ■aflicr  than  incan-  ,1  aMcii 
pi'«'\  ..Ml-  .■.iii(|n,-,,^  an.l  l.aitl.  -tjai; 
fJoil  f,,|-  jm  ,|,.,tnic,i,,ii  1  I-  il  .1 
(i.siiliiatc  fli.  .(■  iiitM.  as  s.iiiii'wnaf 
tliiiiir  .itlicr  llian  "  l.](.«-,  ,1"  >      |,  ;, 


'III'  .1'  II'         tlicir  t.'a.'l.injr  i- 
^«  f"  •'«'  -/■■       n  tiv  fh..   I.or.I. 
■    it-    ;Mil(i..r        V    Hi,   ap.>-irl(N 
"I     tn'   II         Spirit.      The 
■'■'II  l"'-a.        in-pirt'il    an.l 

'    t'rcji     'I  i.im    I'liri  t  a-'  ilic 

■'    'I" •<•»■      t    truth   ('..r  all 

•'"'  'li-  '"         f.'ii(lf    ■•     -.•  ilint   ar.' 

'ii"iii'    '■    ■•■   wan.    aii.i  .   ill    lia.'k 

an.l  ri  ,,t"  M|.f    I  in  th.' 

I. 
h 
jj-i'H'iici    iii,|-  iiri.lcr-t.inil 

•  ■'  far>.  wli.is,.  life 
■fires  Midi  vvriiin^r. 
-'     ^'iit^.   have   little 

■       '■'Mieiit-    of    (|(  strilc- 

li.    reil-liaii.l.  .1    fr.iMi 
■Tn.-k   ill.-  \V,,r,|  of 

!i     Ileal.  .1   ,1,  liai.  ,   we 

i..ii^  ;iii-c|-  ■■  an.l   -.11111- 

"lier  .1     Marvel  that   this 


n  hlii'i 


i,,,,,i.  1,.,     ,    ,  I  ,.  .  ...I'l   iiiai    ins 

.Ua.      ,,  l,.....,,,,..an,^,,...t,,,u,,|.-    1,,  ,..  .ie |  nntnt.,,..! 

.-..  U  to  vMotn   It  i.u.a.is  s..  iiin-hf      ()|.  |,a-  ....       ,l.i.   I,,,,,,,,,,,,,  ^ 

ot  .1  isolnfe  hr.rarv  merraii.-v.  an,|  the  ■,i.,w.ilMln  v  ..f  "..thefne-s - 
m  ehaptef.  ,.nra;rra,.|i.  -..nt.ii,.,..  ^-onl  .,,,,1  I,,,,,  ;,,„1  ,1,,,,,.  ,,,.  ., 
f.wsiieh,  as  tiear  nlolatrv  a-  the  Romanist  wh...  l,.,u-in:r l.ef.,tv  the 
imaire  ot  tla-  Vtrir.n.  .vtain-  in  .-.n.,  i,,nM...,s  il.e  inia-.,.  onlv' 


..■w  vmiaF^iKr imKiM*«L^»(.~L.£i ~^\. 


Hut  Miiiimiiit,  itr  ivi'ii  \\or«>lii|t,  cniiiiol  m-IiIc  tlw  |ti-iitili>tii  of  ■ 
liiiiil  iMiilinritv,  1 1  tilt'  liirilM  I' t|iiivi!i.iii  iiri>r,  "  Irom  wIdhii  iI<>  ilic 
Sciiptnn".  il(ii\f  lliiir  iiiith'iriiv  ^  '  ilii-  iiii^wir  jriMii  i-  "  fruiii 
CliriHt."  '•  Kviii  ill  till  ii|Mi.tiilir  up  iiMJC,"  •*hv.s  Dr.  IJiiiwihIi, 
"  wliili-  till-  ^fil't  iif  ihi  Sj)iril  bt'li>nm'<l  u,  nil  lMlicv<M.  the 
('hiirfli  iiiiiiiil  I,,  ilii'  a|><.,tli'»  iiini  |(ri>|ilii  i-.  himI  liiiiillv  tn  <'lirii*t 
lliiinflt',  !!■<  iIk  ohlv  |uiiii<|iiiiiiii  oil  uhicli  ill.  ir  i.iitli  r..iil,|  Imihi.'' 
(  \'<>I.  I,  |>.  2."{M.  1  'I'lif  n  (Iciiiiiiin  Christ  i^  thr  rta^dii  tor  luid 
uiilhoril.v  ill  SiTiptiirc.  The  Siii|iriiri »  wcir  "iinlfd  to  iiiiikf 
[M  riiiiiiHiit   til)'  fa<'i«  l)\    whi.li  ih;^  iiinh.irity  <>(  ('liri-t   iii  Ik> 

a|)|iri'hi'iii|t'il  ilu-oii;rli  III!  tiim.  Aiitlioritv  l»liiii;:s  primarilv  tn  a 
IMTttoii.  tiiKJ  jirr  I  iiiiiii'iitiv  mill  nKviiv-  to  n  pt  r-oii.  'I'lic  ilclcna- 
lioii  of  iiiilhiirit y  to  a  n't-unl  i\(ii  if  tlii>*  wcrr  po<.4il»|c  implit'st 
flic  siipri'iiic  authority  of  him  who  ilcic^iatc-.  The  Holy  Scriptiirrs 
fiiiiii:*h  th«'  fact*  from  whirh  thi'  tinal  authority  in  nli^rioii  may 
Ix'  hi>torically  apiirchriidi'il,  hiil  fart-  rccordi  ij.  liowi'Mr  lii-<toric- 
ally  Miliil.  i-aiiiiot  partake  <>f  the  natiiri'  of  authority  nor  Im'  tin- 
iiicri'  transfer  of  truth.  Authority  implies  will;  historic  facts  or 
stateineiits  can  only  recor<l  that  will  exists;  they  can  di)  no  more, 
i'he  carclos  use  of  these  tcrtiis  hy  some  thcoloirical  writers  has  led 
to  painful  coiifiisioii  in  the  intcrpn  tatioii  of  mrir  writin|i;s. 

If  the  IJedeeminj:  Christ,  then,  is  the  final  aiiHiority  in  rcliition, 
what  placj'  is  accorded  the  Holy  Scriptures^  The  (Jospels  are  the 
iiidi?*|ieiisnli|e  re|)ositorv  of  liistori*-  fa<'t,  fr<>m  which  the  siiper- 
naiural  character  of  Christ  mii-t  he  construed.  They  are  uliso- 
iutoly  necessary  if  that  charnctir  is  to  he  appre'u  iided.  throii;>h 
literahire,  in  this  and  siicceedinir  piieraii  >tis. 

The  Episths  are  the  iiiterpreration  fif  that  char  ■  er,  from  tho 
Ciospol  records,  api>]i(d  to  |tractical  life.  "  II'-vo  this  mind  in  yoii 
wliich  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus  " — Phil.  '2:  .">.  This  is  true  despite 
the  fact  that  the  epistles  appeared  first. 

The  Gospoh.  are  thus  historical,  in  nature  and  structure;  in- 
spired, divine,  iiiiraciiloiis.  supernatural  'f  yoii  will;  but  at  least 
rnouph  huinifii  to  he  historical,  to  partake  of  the  natiinr  of  litera- 
ture, to  }">  recorded  hy  hiiiiiaii  writers,  to  contain  facf  confinious 
to — however  traiiscenditig — the  human  understandinfr,  and  if  too 
inspired  to  he  siisceptilde  to  erroi-  in  ncordiiifr,  yet  (as  hi.story 
pr-ivcs )  susceptilile  to  error  in  inierfiretation. 

N"(AV,  '•  traitor  ti.  the  Heforiiiation,"  s'ay  some;  "he  denies  fho 
final  authority  of  the  Scri|itures."  T  am  only  second  to  the 
Rff'^viiier-   tlieiiist  Ive-   ( \  cii    in    this.      T-uiher    defied     a     Cu  nera) 
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•  'Miinfil  iin<l  an  liti|urinl  Diit.  ii|.|Huliiij:  t..  tin  higlit  r  aiit!i..rif.v 
"t  STipturr.  Tbiii  lie  -ai.l  tlmt  .laiiK-'  cpi-il.  \\n*  "a  ritrlit 
!'tra\vv  ).fiij,il,.."  clairiiitijt  fln'  rijflii  i,.  .nv  wliar  wa-  trii.  Srri|iiiii-f 
'•r  Moi.  tliiit  mnkiii^r  liimsrlt'  an  aiiflioiiiy  u\.r  iltr  aiilhoritativi' 
Scripfiiri'. 

T.>  thi*  it  mav   Im-  r.»f)Ii.'.l:   Th,...    wim   wr..t,-  th,.  I...,.k-   u.r.. 

•  ii-|iin'.l  m,  II.  uliil.  iliM-r  who  f|ici.|r.|  tin-  caiiun  w,  rr  not,  atnl 
Lnrlicr  innl  a  rijrlii  o  ilialli-np'  anv  iininH|iiri'il  men  a.->  In  ilic 
canon,  lint  .lanicn  wuh  in-piri'-l  an<l  I.utlnr  nj.fU  liii.i.  Wliv 
not   othn- ;      Well,   |.irlin|.-    l.ntli.T      ;i-    in^pin   1.      'I'licn   two   in 

^pl|•^•li   iiirn  (li-afirrt'  over  an    in-pin-.l   1 k.      In   cithtr  I'M'f   ilir 

authority  1.  avrs  the  li,.ok  ami  cliny.  to  the  pcr-on. 

••  U'l.i'.,.  still,"  -a.v  other-.  "  lir  .i.ni.-  \hf  intiilliliilii  \  ,,|'  .S,.|i|, 
'I"'-  '•'■'  'Ik' vaiinii*.  clninirini:  iiinl  ili-i".  pant  inicrpn  tatini,,  ,,|' 
Scripinr.'  an.!  ihf  iippr.ii-ann  ,,|'  t',il>c  .|.  .■trim  in  ,M,i,s,-i..iitiMii-  i,„ii 
fhroiijrh  all  the  .•cnfiirir-  !»■  pr.M.f  that  th.-  S.-riptiin-  an  -u-- 
<•.  ptihir  to  (.rr..rs  of  interpretation,  whetlu  r  that  inean«  faliil.iiiiv 
or  tiof. 

F?iif  it  will  U.  asserted  that  the  "  nv.  latim,  "  i.  i,,,!  n  s|„,riMl.|r 
for  "  orror«  of  infer|)r.-ta!ion."  To  whieli  th,.  true  repjv  nnisi  I,,.; 
I  her.'    i-    no    revelation    apart     from     ini.  rprei;it  i.,ii.      |{.\elation 

implie-*  interpretation.      To  whom  i-  ihj,  j k  a   revdation  if  no 

con^'ionsiiess  interpret  ?  T-  whom  will  {',.„]  n  v.-al  Ilimsi.lf 
throiiirli  this  m.ans  if  ,„,  one  iritcrpn  t  this  means?  To  whom 
will  this  hook  I.e  th,.  Wur.l  of  Cio,!  if  no  one  n-iol  it  ?  It  is  onlv  a 
revelation  hei-aii'^e  ,,f  interpn  tation.  II.  vdaiion  ami  int.rpreta 
tioii  arc  two  sidi.s  ,,f  th..  divine  human  expcriem-e.  H.^velatioti 
inoai.t  (•onsei..ii.snoss  •|)eakinL''  to  n..n-ei..nsiiess.  whatever  mav  he 
the  code  of  sijrnal.s.  Revelation  j^eparaf..!  fnmi  interpretation  is 
oidy  a  enroless  al)straetion. 

To  have  an  nhsolntely  infallilile  rev.  lation  von  must  inspire  the 
intorprefrrs  to  the  de.ufe..  ,,f  infallil.ilii.v.  and  then  the  proMeni 
di-appears,  for  no  n  velation  is  necloil. 

I'he  Clijirch  of  R.iinc  has  accomplishe.l  this  in  a  m.ist  in- 
ponioiis  way.  They  have  an  infallible  record  in  tin-  writtci  Wor.l 
.".iisincntod  l)y  tra.lition.  Then  they  limit  intcrprctati..n  in  ;iiat- 
u  rs  of  doctrine.  Th.>-<'  who  interpret  arc  then  mad.'  infallihlc  l.y 
n  decree.      Ami  they  have  an  infallihlc  revelation. 

So  far  Proto^^tantism  shows  no  sj^i^  of  ^nvv  in  that. 

Tf  we  conld  have  a   written  nror.l  that  wonid  lie  a   rcvclaii.u, 
without    an    intcrj)retation.    or   a    "  Word    of  Cod  "    withr.iu    the 
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nf'(;os.*ity  <>(  fallihlo  hniiiaii  intcllipciioc  as  a  counterpart,  thou  the 
|)robl(>iii  of  "  authority  "  woiilj  easily  settle  itself.  Assuniiiiix 
that  this  was  jxissiliie.  Protc-taiitism  proceeded;  divisions  iii  doc- 
trine and  disci[)line  proved  the  eoTifrary. 

^Methodism  is  a  splendid  illustration  of  this. 
From  whatever  side  we  approach  this  proi)l(  in  of  authority  in 
religion,  whether  from  the  side  of  ins|)iration  or  rcvela'ion  and 
interpretation,  or  even  church  jrovernment.  tina!  authority  placeil 
in  a  record  to  begin,  means  the  authority  of  the  interpreter  of  the 
record  in  the  end. 

(So  manifest  is  this  that  the  reachers  in  political  science  express 
it  hy  thi.s  sini])le  formula:  "  We  are  governed,  not  l»y  law,  but  by 
the  interpretation  of  law.") 

This  brief  discussion  may  he!|i  to  I'cmuve  our  prejudice  airaiust 
dealing  reasonably  with  the  language  and  hisinry  nf  our  sacred 
writings.  Wheth(»r  it  (bus  or  not,  the  fact  remains  that  the 
revelalioii  we  have  of  the  Christ  in\iilves  written  records  of  the 
Christ.  .\nd  while  any  part  of  tin-;  revelation  takes  the  form  of 
literature  and  the  nature  of  liistiiry  and  classics,  there  will  always 
be  a  field  in  which  investigation  will  be  the  proper  method,  and 
in  wliich  care  with  this  method  will  produce  valid  results,  and 
heneficial  because  valid.  If  valid  results  can  b(>  |)roduced.  he  who 
produces  rhem  will  speak  with  authority,  wlu  th(U'  in  religion  or 
in  mathi'iiiatics. 

If,  then,  pro]>(»r  investigation  would  not  weaken  but  increase  our 
trust,  whence  this  wonderful  antijiatby  to  the  honest  work  of 
lione-r  critic-;  (if  this  hv  not  a  conf radiclioii  in  terms)  '. 

At,  least  three  sources  of  this  antipathy  are  plainly  evident: 
!  1  )  The  careless  and  unwarrantable  inductions  from  insufficient 
eviddice  in  llu-  field  of  iJibliciil  re-earcb.  Manifestly  careless 
results  breed  (lisres]ieei  of  both  method  and  workmen.  The 
greatest  care  should  be  <'xercised  where  a  people's  most  intense  life 
is  concerned. 

(J)  The  se<Mind  source  of  this  antipathy  is  the  -emi-iinconscious 
deification  of  the  sacred  writings.  Tlii-  i~  |iroduced  rather 
through  devotional  literature  eoneerniiig  the  Scriptures  than 
through  devotional  study  of  the  Scriptures,  or  attempts  to  ascer- 
tain their  true  meaning  by  valid  methods,  it  is  much  easier  to 
use  the  P)ible  as  an  object  of  "  adoration  ""  than  as  God's  revelation, 
it  costs  less  iiu'iifal  energy  and  is  less  exacting  upon  conduct. 
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This  process  of  deification  is  (Mjimnoii  to  humanity.  The  Chi- 
v.esf  wor::hii)  ancestors.  Konu-'s  cuiiicrors  were  Ilciticd.  The 
sacred  literature  of  the  Jews  almost  reached  that  staav.  The 
Koran  is  an  object  of  worshij).  While  authority  centred  in  jireat 
leaders  the  ("hri-lian  Church  canonized  iis  saints,  who  onee  wi-re 
fellow-citizens.  With  authority  in  a  written  ncord.  we  tend  to 
deify  that  record.  Once  it  attain-  a  certain  -acredness,  inve-tiffa- 
tion  becomes  sacrilej-c. 

Concerning  this  lendency  FaiH.airn  says:  "  ( 'iiristianity  stands 
among  the  religions  tinit  must  he  historically  investigated  and 
phihisophically  construed;  and  no  gnattu-  injury  coidd  be  done  to 
it  than  to  claim  for  it  exceptional  cun-lderation  at  the  hands  of 
the  historical  student  or  philosojihical  thinker.  For  he  who 
advances  such  a  claim  practically  surrend(  rs.  eiiln  r  the  truth  and 
('(piity  of  his  religion,  or  the  integrity  of  the  reason  which  wa-- 
(iod's^rwn  gift  lo  man."  I  I'hil.  of  the  ( 'hristian  Ueli'non.  I'ref 
p.  no. )  ^  ^ 

C-i)  The  third  element  to  contribute  to  this  antipaihv  is  an 
eighteenth  century  -  .leism  "  lurking  in  our  mental  life.  We  pro- 
less,  in  theory  at  least,  to  believe  in  a  (io.j.  Inunanent  and  Trans- 
cendent. Present  in  all  His  works,  yd  not  absorbed  in  tlu  ni ;  One 
in  whom  •'all  things  consist."  Vet  we  act  as  though  we  feared 
that  (iod  had  left  our  world  to  its  sad  fate.  or.  at  be-t.  in  the  hands 
of  evil  men.  (Jod  was  able  in  two  thousand  years  to  crea:.  our 
iJible  in  an  age  and  race  previously  withoui  it.  Xow.  after  two 
thousand  years'  training  in  a  book  that  siirpas-ed  all  others  in  its 
jiower  for  redemption,  we  act  as  though  (Jod  were  unable  to 
/./•c,sr/(c  the  b(M)k  He  once  rn'iilcil.  I )(  spite  our  i)rofession  of 
oth(  r  philoso|)hy.  this  is  the  mental  life  we  live. 

"  lint."  some  will  reply.  "  we  have  thi>  treasure  in  earthen 
vessels"  (2nd  ("or.  4:  7).  and  if  we  thsiroy  tin  vessel,  what  of 
the  treasured  (Meaning  by  this  that  the  liible  was  a  gift  once 
committed  to  man.  and  if  ruined  could  never  be  replaced.) 

In  answer  to  this  it  might  be  said:  Surely  the  nu'ii  who  handle 
the  "Word"  to-day  ar^  not  more  '"  eartln  n  "  than  Adam,  espe- 
cially if  (ieii.  1  be  a  scientiric  tn  atise.  or  if  Oeii.  ."!  have  the  least 
element  of  truth  in  it.  Stirely  true  men  to-day  are  not  more 
"earthen"  than  Abraham  in  his  utilitarian  ethics  before  Abime- 
Icch.  lying  concerning  his  wife  to  save  him>elf:  rebuked  by  a 
heathen  king  of  :i  heathen  ti'ibe.  to  whom  (iod,  presumably,  had 
never  previously  sjioken.      (rfen.  l'O  :  l-."!,  )      Or  Isaac  committing 

19 


the  same  crime.  (Gen.  26:  7.)  Or  Jacob  the  supplaiiter.  And 
(Jud  trusted  these  men.  making  euvenants  with  them,  the  records 
of  which  constitute  part  of  God's  Word  to  us. 

Or  if  true  men  tu-day  are  less  perfect  after  two  thousand  years" 
training  under  the  wurld's  Kcdeemer  than  our  ancestors  were  iwo 
thousand  years  licfure  that  liedeemir  came,  what  dues  it  avail  that 
the  Hedcemer  has  come  at  all  (  Why  should  we  be  an.\ious  to 
preserve  the  record-  uf  such  a  life<  If  the  best  men  to-dny  are 
less  than  tiie  l)esi  twn  thousand  years  ago,  then  redemption  is  only 
another  name  fo;  "  degeneration/'  and  better  to  bise  the  records  of 
it  than  to  retain  them.  Our  conduct  proclaims  us  '•  d(  ists  "  while 
we  profess  to  believe  in  an  Omnipresent  (iod;  and  oiii'  antipathy 
to  the  investigation  of  the  grounds  of  our  belief,  both  histurleally 
.lud  philoso{)hically.  is  a  pitiful  commentary  uijon  the  validitv  uf 
that  faith. 

i)ur  discussion  of  "  authoiity  "  thus  fur  might  be  summarized  as 
follows:  [n  the  Christian  religion,  now  aiul  forever.  Jesus  Christ 
is  the  final  authority.  The  written  Word  of  (iod  is  the  necessary 
means  of  information  for  i-ationally  construing  the  supernatural 
character  of  the  Christ.  The  authority  for  every  succeeding 
generation — for  the  masses  must  still  be  led,  unless  intelligence 
become  equal  in  all-  will  be  the  man  of  that  generation  who  most 
perfectly  apprehends  and  applies  that  supernatural  character  to 
life's  problems.  This  was  the  task  of  the  >.'ew  Testament  Epistles 
- — to  apply  the  '•  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus."  He  who  does  it  best,  in 
the  Church  or  out  of  it.  will  be  an  autli(jrity  in  his  own  generation 
at  least.      If  he  exalt  Christ  he  will  draw  men. 

Our  Koimmist  friends  nuiy  well  rejoice  that  tbev  have  escaped 
all  the  troubles  of  this  perplexing  |)roblem  of  .M^'iority,  and  by 
such  an  expedient,  a  mere  decree — no  more.  Wtiat  an  economy 
of  thought  and  feeling.  The  fact  remains,  however,  to  all  thought- 
ful men,  that — borrowing  a  metapL  ■  from  childhood — they  have 
e-;ca])ed  all  the  dangers  of  walkinc.  "ulv  by  refusing  to  ari-^". 

But  the  ajiprehension  of  truth,  by  whatever  uu'ans — whether  by 
deduction,  induction.  interpiTtation  of  a  record  or  hy  intuition 
,-o-call(  (1— -  is  always  ))rogr(ssive.  for  the  simple  reason  that  the 
understanding  knows  no  other  method  of  pi'oce(lure.  .\nd  what 
is  true  of  the  individual  is.  in  this  case,  true  of  the  race.  This 
explains  how  the  "  Word  of  (ind  "  at  an  early  date  makes  ju-o- 
vision  for  trial  mai-riages.  jdurality  of  marriage,  divorce,  wife- 
desertion,  slavery,  sale  of  daughters  into  concubinage,   and   pro 
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claims  thf  law  of  retaliatidii,  "  an  eve  t'or  an  eve  and  a  tiH.tli  for 
a  tooth."      ^:x.  21. 

At  a  later  date  it  proclaims  ilu'  universal  hrotlierliood  of  man 
with  the  fatherhood  of  (iud :  siL-pend-  the  law  of  retaliation  ;  limits 
divorce;  enjoins  foraivi  m^s-  of  w  rony>  and  love  of  ( ncmies.  .\ll 
this  is  dune  without  an  additional  word  written  in  revelation, 
and  ou  the  authority  of  Him  who  >ai(l,  '  i  came  not  to  destnn 
the  law,  hut  to  fuliil"  (Matt.  :,:  17).  probahly  meaninj:'  by  this 
saying  that  the  law  woidd  have  already  readied  this  stap-.  had  it 
not  beeu  retarded  hy  their  traditions  or  traditional  interpretations. 

Still  later,  the  race  gradually  discovers  that  the  Holy  Scriji- 
tures,  which  made  provi>ioii  for  slavery,  also  contains  j-roaiiils  for 
its  abolition.  >>'o  new  writin>>-  had  been  uiven  for  eiiihtecii  hun- 
dred years,  yet  new  revelation^  were  being  constantly  made. 

Thus  the  form  of  revelation  may  Ixcume  as  fixed  as  written 
records  are  competent  to  make  it.  but  the  >'unt<nt  will  vary  with 
every  succeeding  generation. 

This  fact  prevents  religion  degenerating,  on  its  iitclliitiial  side, 
into  mere  logma.  <ir  on  its  practical  -ide  into  mere  torinality; 
makes  provision  for  continual  growth  and  makes  our  revelation 
final,  because  progressive.  One  might,  therefore,  lie  (|uite  safe 
in  predicting  that,  -liould  the  old  form  become  too  fixed  to  admit 
of  jir()gress  in  the  couteni.  a  new  teacher,  sent  from  (lod,  will 
;:i'ise  and  .-ay  of  Christianity,  as  ihe  last  (Jreat  Teaidn  r  said  of 
.Fudaisni,  "new  wine  must  be  put  into  new  bottle^."  and  forthwith 
Cbi^Vtianity  take  its  pbiee  in  bi-toi'v  as  .uiotlier  great  >tep  toward 
the  final  revelation,  as  .Judaism  has  alriady  done. 

The  race  advancing  by  the  revelatioi:  ii  has  sees  uwvo  revela- 
tion in  the  records  it  has:  more  of  the  "  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus" 
through  living  the  life  as  it  is  in  Jesii-.  Thiis  our  ili.. tight  pro- 
cesses and  conduct  are  eomplements  t,)  constitute  the  revelation 
progressive. 

Jt  will  thus  he  readily  seen  that  while  the  form  and  eoiuenr 
of  revelation  are  not  separable,  they  are  (|uiie  di-^tingi  'lable.  ami 
that  the  critics  are  conceriKd  with  the  form  rather  than  .lie  content 
of  the  saered  writings.  The  records  and  how  they  came  to  be  as 
they  are  will  be  their  chief  in(|niry.  (This  fact  again  niav  helji 
to  le.ss<-n  our  antipathy.  )  They  may  fell  us  a  great  deal  about  the 
form  of  the  literature,  law.  history,  poetry  and  prophecy  of  the 
Old  Testament,  or  the  gospels  and  epistles  of  the  New.  They  mav 
"vamine  every  historical  element  eoneernintr  their  oriirin.  develop- 
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iiiiiil  und  Iriiii^riiissidii.  Thvy  iiiiiv  iv<  n  lake  llic  lilicrlv  t.»  Hiii; 
f^rsi  wliiii  ili(<  liicriirv  ivunlil  inii>  nl  a  iiciidd  wmilil  likclv  ih-ikIik'c. 
Ilifv  iniiv  |ii>iiil  oiil  llic  cliaiiii'l'risiic  marks  liv  \viii''li  llicv  run 
'•liiilr  ii-  I.,  llic  ii.iliin  mI  liirraiiiic.  wliii  licr  ^I'icnl  itic.  Iiistoririil  <»■ 
li'i;inilai\ .  i  Anv  iia-uiiaMc  man  will  li-icn  In  evidence,  lie  i-  nm 
(•i>m|>clltd  li>  irialional  ci(iicln^iun>.  )  llul  lliev  transcend  llieir 
s|>lu're  wlirn  lliev  lell  lis  ti  iinin'i  « lial  llie  ccinli  nl  uf  a  certain 
vvrilini;  nni-ii  U..  'I'lie  t'niiii-e  will  >lc>  llial  more  adei|Mal(>lv  ilian 
llic  prcsi  nl.  and  liv  tlie  c(insiriicii\c  (  lirjsiian  lliinkir-  latlier  tlian 
iilcrarv  analysts. 

■|"lic  critic  wli.i  sav-  ilial  the  for t'  (ieiiesis  (ill)  is  IcficiidaiN , 

iiiid  then  assnines  thai.  Iiccan-e  lei;endarv.  ii  has  no  cniili  lit.  siiii|ilv 
jirovokcs  the  |)ity  of'  ihoiijrhl  fill  men.  The  |irtiMeiii  id'  (Icii.  1  i- 
ihc  same  |irolilem  as  the  "  iiehnlar  iheorv  '"  ha-  tried  lo  slate 
more  liiilv.  'I'lie  I'orni  of  I  he  cNplanalion  lias  cliaiiiicd.  Inii  ihe 
facts  to  lie  ixi>laiii<'d  are  the  same.  Tiie  irnih  of  the  iiiii\er-e  lia-^ 
remained  .inchanyvd.  The  jiroi-i  sses  ,,f  the  universe,  in  which 
that  trnlh  manit'ests  IimU'.  are  si'arcely  ancd.  liul  the  metiiods 
l>y  which  ihe  hiiiiaii  miii<l  tries  to  ex|iriss  its  increiisiiip-  a|i]iie 
heiisioii  of  the  trnlh  in  those  in-iicesseA  varies  with  i\erv  snceeeil 
iiifl  jfcneraliin,  and  liis  -iives  n-  our  varied  liicoric-.  The  life  of 
scientitic  lieli(  f-  is  short,  di  spite  oiir  pride  cd'  them,  ^'ea.  ilw 
hrevity  o|'  their  life  makes  lis  f(md.  We  loNc  liieir  lieaiily  litcaiise 
ephemeral,  rather  tlian  l)ieir  Irntli  liecaiise  eiidiiriiii;'. 

I'iiis  dots  not  mean  that  (ieii.  I  is  ihe  most  adetpiate  exphiiiMlioii 
of  the  universe,  siini>l\'  ''ccaiise  it  lias  stood  lon.t;est  wilhoiil 
variation.  Tiie  reasons  for  its  rt'inaiiiiiii;-  nnchaiij;i'd  are  e\  ideiitly 
(|iiite  oilier  than  its  adeipiacy  : 

(1)  It  has  avoided  all  detail,  llie  lirsi  el(  meiil  in  var\  in  either 
proii'rcss  or  reirress. 

It  avoids  ai',  secondarv  I'aiises.  lniiii;inir  cause  and  ell'eci  into 
direct  relaiion  l>v  ilie  foriiinla.  "(rol  said.  .  .  .  and  it  \va- 
-o."  This  allows  the  Itiitle  --lory  to  inf>ir|)oraie  an\  scientitic- 
theory  that  niav  arise  a-^  to  /cur  ii  <K*ciirred, 

(.'?")     The  I^ilile  story  of  ci't.i'ion.  hecanse  of  it-  exceediiii;  titiu'ss 
as  a   point  of  de|)artiire  for  all   thai   conhl   follow      pnrportiiii;   to 
narrate  the  C'n'ator's  first  aei      has  l>e<'oine  incorporated  as  l)i\  inc 
lievelafioii.  and  heiicel'orrli  mir  relii-ioiis  t"eelin<rs  prcM'iit   mntihi 
tion  or  emendation. 

This  view  of  the  truth  uiiderlyiiif;-  (ien.  1.  or  anv  o'her  storv  of 
creation,   scientific,  hist  ric  or  loireiidary,   may   fitly    introduce  a 
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Iiricf  review  of  ii  few  111'  llu'  e'in<'lll~i'iii-  111  tlie  crilie-  ;iiii!  their 
\;illle  111  ISiliiiciii  lliler|irel,il  iuii.  Willlill  llie  liliill-  of  ihi-  |iil|ii  !■ 
llieie  eiill  lie  liii  ;illeni|il  ill  e.,MI|ilele  re\  i(  \V  iil'  I  jii  lielij  iif  eri  I  ii'i  -  lli . 
We  e.iil  iiliiv    llii|ii'  III  iiJiHlrille'  I  lie  lliel  llml-  illiij  il  III  ici  [illle  re- II  It-. 

It  IS  -iilliel  iliie-  elllii;iei|  tllill  the  erilie-  IlilVe  luiii  llie  lir«t 
cliMii  eli;i|ilel-  I'l'inil  tlie  I'.ilile;  tli;il  tile  ;;riiilli(!-  of  rei  i^'i'ill-  I'jlitii 
lire    llills   ije^triiveil  ;    lliiit    tlie   erilie-    liiive    (jeiiiiil    the    t  iiiiijitllieliliil 

t  mill  111"  (  iiri-tiiiiiits    li\   ileiiviiii;-  the   l)i\iiiii\    iilC'liri-t:  iliiil   the 

erilie-  lire  ,-iiii|ily  eij^lileelilli  ee|itiir\  i|i  i-t-  iiiii|  r;i  I  ii  ililll  i -I -,  liv 
lllliitlier    llllllie,    trvill!;    I'l    |irii\e    till'     r.iiile    11    nil  re    linillllll     lirmlilel 

mill  tlieii  eiirviii"'  il  111  suit  tlieir  iiw  II  I  mi-. 

'I'liese  eliiiiii>,    ul'   euiir-e.    lire    i|i  ij  nel  inn-    I'loni    -ne||    jirenii-e-    11- 
llie  riijlipwiii;.'-,  vi/.  :    Tiiiil   if  line  wnnl  uf  re\i  jut  inn  e|iiiiii;e  it-   Inrin 
iir  eiiiiteiil  iir  ri'ljit iiiii,  llie  wliiile  flirt  "\   rejiuiitii-  fiiiili  i-  iliiis  -iir 
remlereii,  iiinl   lliiil    tile  iiiiin   v.lin  iji  im-   tin     I  )in  i  !ii-  mil  linr-liiii  of 
the  I  I  (Mil  I 'ill  in  liiw  ileiiieil  llu    llivinitv  nf  ('liri-l. 

On  llie  iillier  -ide  il  is  elllinieil  tllill  tin  i-rilie-  Iiii\e  :.'i\i  II  IH 
iilir    llilile    new    friiiii    the    llllliil    uf   (iml.    willl    new    life,    new    |MiWer. 

new  in-|iiriit  inn,  iiml   imw  the  true   reveliiiinii  ul    (Iml   ii-   it   -limilil 

Imiir    hilVe     liei  M,     mill     llmt     llie    mli-erMll  i\'e     nnm!     I-     H     cilieelilei! 

(Icisf. 

Ilenls  nf  lieeille--  lllliniin  il  V  nni-ilv  fnllnw  liiilll  llie-c  |i;ip't,v  erie-. 
Illltii  line  tllllliisl  feel-  ('lirlvle  ili-|iir(i|  wIk'Ii  lie  wrnte:  ■■  Sliell  il 
ponsr  is  iiiilli  tlliit  lie  will  eiickle  iit  evi  iylliili;r  mnl  iiuthili};,  iliul 
eiickle  with  nil  his  heiirt  if  <inl_\-  ullur-  i-iiekle."  .Xn  ^nuil  eaii 
re-iilt  fruiii  -iieli  inetliiiils.  mily  inereii-ei|  eniifil- imi.  If  niir  liillli 
ejimiiit  endure  the  liL;-lil  nf  nimliTn  inve-tii;;itiiin  nn  tjie  -ir<n^'tli 
nf  its  nwri  illllerellt  trillll,  let  11-  lint  re-nri  In  the  ]iiiwer  nf  [irejll'liee 
illld     iirnnriinee     fur    iN    sll|i|inrl.        Nil     fllitll     I-    -Il     liere--liry    11-     In 

jnsfify  siieh  11  i\('ffiu-i- :  iin  irnlh  -n  wink  ii-  tn  reipiire  it.  'I'lie 
wlliile  truth  is  lint  ex[)re-sei|  in  eillier  nlie  nf  the-e  [imti-illi  \iew-, 
and  the  nnly  way  nf  deeidiiiir  wliieh  hiis  tin  ■jn-nur  |)ereeiifa<re  nf 
truth  is  tn  oxmnine  the  ri\;il  eliiinis. 

The  iiiiitiial  ehari;e  nf  "•deisni  ""  lirniij^dil  li\-  the  n|i|in-iiijr  partie- 
afriiiiist  eneh  nther  hii^  ii  -trnii^  I  11  iiieiil  nf  truth  in  it  nn  hnth  -idi  -. 
One  nf  the  (diariieteri-tie-  nf  dei-rie  writer-  imt  the  nnly  mie-  ■ 
was  a  hnrc  ild^lis^inn  nf  mi  ""  idi-eiiee  (iml  "'  fnr  thi-  wni-ld. 

Now  if  in  niir  jealnnsy  fnr  '"  llie  Lnrd  find  nf  Iln-ts  "  we  refil-e 
tn  deal  with,  or  even  tn  sc  ■.  miy  diffieiiliie-  in  tin-  iiiirriiti\e-  of 
(Ion.  1-11.  where  there  are  at  lea-t  smiip  interiiretive  trniililes  fnr 
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'hv    tllnll^rlitt'lll,    ,|,M■^    it    11.,!    lipiM.Ur    tllMI    ullf    f„itl,    in    (iu.fs    llhijifv 

t"  piTscrv,.  iliis  n.-Mnl.  ihruiiirh  His  f.iiflifiil  s.rviinr-  i„-.liiv.  is 
wciikcr  tliiin  ..m-  t'iiitli  in  Mis  nl.iliiy  tu  crciitc  it.  ilir..ii-li' His 
hiiilit'iil  >,rvtw<<  iiiaiiv  ycai-  up.,  wh.'.i,  linniiin  .•nii.liti..ii.  (ov  pvn- 
'hiriiuu  or  pivscrviifion  wc-fc  l..s>  favnriiMo  than  at  |)i-,.^..|,t  '  IJiit 
,|ii>f  so  tar  as  uv  Imv,-  I.,-f  onr  l.oli,.f  in  tlir  pivs.-nrr  of  (i,,.!  t..-,lav 
111  all  lli«  \vnrk>  ..von  fli..  Ininian  atfniipt  tu  infcrpivt  lli,.  FUM.- '- 
"•<■  iuv  onilty  of  rlu.  rliai-jro  of  ••  ,I,,i<n,."  ,„,  ,i,.„  „,,,„„,,„  ,,,•  ,-,  ^i,^,^ 
i"li.nls  only  of  an  "  al.sonto,.  (Jo.l."  Ai„!  hcv  wo  shoi,],]  monfion 
ffi'-  <laiiiivr  ot  inistakiii-  tho  sonroo  of  our  cinotioi,.  „,„,„  this  qu,-s- 
'"•"■  Ouv  ...ithnsiasni  in  virtot-y.  and  violon...  whH,  onposo.l.  an- 
MO  ovwlci..,.  of  th..  ,.ns..n....  of  (J,,.)  ..;,},  ,,.  „„,  ,„„.  j  .^.,,.  .„  ,•„ 
lof .at  a  s„M_i  that  IF.  has  dos.rt,.,!  i,s.  IJoth  .,f  .hos,,''.,-,.  moi-.. 
Iiki'lv  to  spnn^'  from  an  "  ojroiMn  "  like  Elijah's,  whrn  h..  sai.l. 
Rohol.l  T.  oy..n  T.  only  an,  Irft."  u-h.M,  likoly  th-ro  an-  .uiin,.ro„s 
'^nod  mon  an.I  tri...  whoso  ooiu-lusions  „n  thos.-  tn-Utrrs  .lifT.r  mn- 
sidprabiy  from  ours. 

.\LMin.  if  th..  deist  ihl  find  -.'.-ondarv  ..atiM.- to  ...xpialn  a  iv.nh 

.•v.m  part*liy.  his  f..ndoncy  was  to  .lismis-  Ho.]  {r-,u  hoth  .-atis,^ 
and  rr.sidt.  fn  this  rcspcot  ho  was  the  nppo.it..  of  iho  II,  hr.-w.  who 
saw^.-.nly  f.o,]  and  rrsnlts.  ami  novrr  o1)s,^rv,.d  s.c.n.larv  rnn^o>^. 

Xow  it  can  soaivoly  iMMpic^iionrd  that  somo  of  ih..  moi-f  radi.-al 
•Titles.  f.s,,r,.ially  of  th..  Corman  M-]ino|..  have  shown  a  t.-nd.nfv 
toward  similar  fivatnunt  of  tho  P.iMo.  l]..,.a„<o  thr  I'.ihlo  is  in  a 
moasmv.  a  human  prodn<-t.  with  markod  human  charactrristios 
hoth  in  form  and  confont  of  ..xpr.sMou.  th.'V  t.  lul  toward  tho  oon- 
oinsion  that  God  was  not  tho  Ciid.^  in  its  n-oati.,n.  Tii  this  cnn- 
<dn-.ion  thoir  doisti.-  t.ndciioi.  s  aiv  v.ry  manifost.  Thus  hoth 
fxtromc  parti..s  witli  aKsolntcly  oppnsit..  int..ntioiis.  have  fallon 
mto  fhi.  sam<>  practical  error  of  awoptiiii;'  onlv  an  ''  al.scntw  God  "' 
for  this  worhl  an.I  its  workings.  A„,I  p.,,.],;  ohscrvinir  the  faults 
of  the  oth.  r  rather  than  his  own.  di  si^nates  his  of)|)on,.nt  "  deist." 

Ff.r  the  Iv,.nefit  of  hoth  it  midit  he  siin:<rpstorI  that  one  mental 
characteristic  is  rather  limited  .-vid.  tie.,  for  <mdi  induction:  and 
if  some  of  the  hrilliant  dci-tic  writers  of  the  eiirht(>onth  cenrnrv 
coiil.l  auaiii  •^ojonni  with  n-  in  the  fl. -h  fliey  w.iiild  f,.,>l  liffl',. 
t'attere.l  to  h..  classed  with  eith,  r  ahove  nienlioiied  partv. 

I!etw.  en  tli.'se  two  estremr  s  Ood  will  lead  the  mass  of  juim.in- 
ify.  safeunardinu-  iheir  |.rcvncs<  with  jiwt  enondi  danger  and 
snffprinsr  to  ])rodiice  vi'ttilanw. 
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'I'ho  rrities,  as  we  know  tlii'iii,  liijjhcr,  IuWit,  ami  critical 
iiitii'iirt'tiiv,  iitight  pitaij  i:iiili_\  lu  iiiusi,  it  not  all,  tiiu  fullow- 
iiifT  ('liar:;)"*,   li/.,  to  liavo  claiiind: 

'iliiit  (icn.  1  Ut-  ]\  ]>  not  •■  litcrnl  liisrory."  us  wv  central l.v 
iiudcrstaiiil  that  term,  nor  are  cliai)ter.s  1  and  "J  a  "  .■•eitntitic 
treatisif  "  on  cnation,  a-  tiu'  term  "  >cii'in'c '"  i>  coinnioiiiy  iisid; 
lint  tliat  all  tlic  alH>\-c  iiicntioncd  I'liaptcrs  were  ■"  Icjifcndarv  "'  in 
form  ami  oiicc  existed  us  "  trailitioiis" : 

That  dirtc'ivnt  literary  oi-  iraditioiial  sourcis  witc  aii[)(  alrd 
to  liy  the  compilers  of  ihi-  larly  mirr:iii\e,  who  in  their  anxiety 
to  toll  the  whole  trnth,  jia\e  varions  accounts  ot'  ihe  ^anie  event  ; 

That  MoscH  did  not  wriie  all  the  I't  utatciich  in  iis  present 
form;  jiarts  of  it  riijiicini;  "  Mo?a,  •  authorship"  to  an  ahstird- 
ily,  and  other  jiarls  to  the  lowest  deirree  of  prohahility ; 

That  certain  of  the  r.-alm.-  are  evidently  not  of  l)a\idic 
aiithor>hip; 

That  part  of  the  hook  of  Isaiah  hejongs  to  a  much  later  perio<l 
than  thai  in  which  Isaiah  really  livid. 

Of  the  al  e-mentioiied  ixamphs.  the  tir>t  three  are  f»itihl<nis 
of  int('r])r(t.>..on ;  the  latter  two  |k  riain  more  properly  to  hijrher 
criticism,  'i'hov  are  oidy  (  \amples.  ami  are  used  for  Mhistration 
of  tiie  jirinciple  invohed ;  with  an  (stimation  of  the  possible 
loss  or  train  in  the  prf)0pss. 

If  (icn.  1  to  ]  1  1)0  history,  as  we  usually  aci'cpl  ihe  ii  rm.  -ome 
<  leiru'nts  are  necessary  evon  for  that.  Tin  re  must  have  been,  at 
least,  reliable  data  fnrnishod  from  the  date  of  the  oveiits  for 
latt  r  corrolation.  Lacking  this  oleniont  there  could  \k'  no  his- 
tory as  the  term  is  usually  aftceptod.  I'ut  when  man  is  the 
climaN  <if  the  croation.  rather  than  the  boirinniiij]:,  who  ftirnished 
tho  data  for  the  history  of  the  first  acts  "f  creation^  When,  as 
Gen.  2:5,  states,  ''There  was  not  a  man  t(i  till  th(»  ground." 
onr  race  must  have  been  a  literary  pheiiomi  non,  if  they  w(>re 
proparinjr  history  foi-  successive  aenoi-aiions.  A  more  imp^ol^ 
ablo  or  impossible  o('cui)aiion  for  a  primitive  race  could  not 
well  bo  imaarinod.  oven  if  tho  record,  which  is  interiireted  to 
mean  this,  did  not  emphatically  state  that  man  was  a  later  act 
of  creation.  Frfun  the  order  of  the  narrative,  it  cannot  bi-  his- 
tory of  tho  ordinary  typo, 

Xor,  for  similar  reiisons,  can  it  bo  a  scientific  treatise. 
Yet  it  more  m  arly  rosondiles  the  darinir  of  sc'-  iico.  in  its  attempt 
to  explain   cverythinir.   than   it   does  history.     Tho  fact   seems   to 
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hiiM-  Ixiii  iliiit  will  n  iiiait  KiNt  apfiiiin-d  nn  this  planet  the  iini- 
\«'i>i'  apjKaretl  to  the  (_vc  vi  rv  mucli  a>  it  appears  to-day;  and 
Olutt  man  actid  very  nmcli  as  tv  tlo(  s  tu-day — simply  went  on 
to  explain  and  ciirrelate  the  pheiinnK  na  as  bi  sr  he  could  with 
all  the  a\':uliil>l('  na  ans. 

Dims  till-  mean  to  di  ny  the  '■  Mispiration  "  of  (Jen.  \ '.  Nut 
it  inspiraiiiin  means  ••  (Jod  assistinj;  every  human  power."  "God 
s|MMkinu:  thri.iii;li  every  metms  thai  man  i-  enm|Mieni  to  int(  t^ 
piet  " :  and  if  <o«d  sp,,ke  in  ^onie  oiliei-  way.  that  would  he 
neillii  r  loss  or  ;rain.  for  niiiii  wonld  simply  not  hear,  and  thus 
not  dream  that  (iu,|  had  ^puk'■n.  If  (iuil  will  reveal  llim-ilf  i-i 
man.  He  mu-t  do  so  in  terin.-i  that  are  interpretal)l<'  l»y  man.  .\nd 
the  eommorK  1-  the  teriiis.  the  surer  the  revilmion.  The  opposite 
view.  viz..  that  i.i  be  a  Divine  revelation  there  must  be  no  human 
element  inlermiiifiled.  is  nut  only  self-contradictory,  as  we  have 
aln  ady  .s(  en.  but  is  baseil  on  a  type  cd'  pliilosuph-  which  iissmnort 
that  (lod  once  started  the  world,  but  has  junji  .since  left  it.  to  return 
only  at  intervals  wifh  sitartliiiir  nnuiifestai'.ons  of  His  presence 
and  jiower.  often  not  even  beneticeiii.  This  vi(  w  is  bec(nninfr  in- 
crea.^infrl,v  >intenable  as  the  race  appreciates  the  jtresmt  iind  con- 
stant eneriry  at  work  in  the  material  world.  »o-eali<td.  as  reveahd 
in  modern  science;  and  the  insati'able  aspirations  of  the  human 
mind  as  reveah  il  in  liistory. 

The  view  of  the  world  thiii  is  now  in  favor  and  likely  to  hold 
sway,  is  that  (loil  is  present   in    lli>  world;   that  frravity  is  the 

will  .it  (iu(l   in  acfiuu.  relalinu  mallei'  ai rdinu  to  tlioMijht  prin- 

eiplo;  that  respiriifiun  and  circnbitiou  are  the  will  of  God  act- 
inii'  u|)(»n  human  budies.  huwe\-er  varied  may  be  the  means  ..f  that 
acli\ity.  Wherever'  this  view  of  the  wurbl  prevails,  men  are 
iikely  to  express  themselves  <umewh;it  afti  i'  ilie  manner  of  I'anl 
when  he  siiid.  ( .\cts  17:2S).  "fur  in  him  we  live  and  mu\c  mid 
have  uiir  beiiiii."  ur  (  Cul.  1:17  i.  "  Ami  by  him  ;iil  iliiiii;s  cmi- 
-i-i.""  iind  rliey  will  nut  even  blush  if  ncciiscd  uf  res(>mbliiie:  the 
hciitli(  II  puet  wliu  declared  that  ■■  we  ni'e  al~u  ]u<  ntf-primi." 
wbicli  is  sublime  truth.  ihuin;b  the  jia'^an  iiiterjji'etation  i>f  it  be 
e\ir  -u  ci'tide  aiid  faulty. 

Ill  i'u  au'e  iliiit  thinks  uf  (b..]  a-  present  in  all  His  wurks.  not 
onlv  as  cr<  ator  but  sustaintr.  and  especially  pn  sent  in  the  minds 
and  henrts  uf  "■!><<,]  men  -trnuiilinii  fur  the  red'  luption  of  the  nice 
r.nd  in  the  hearts  uf  i  v(  n  penitent  sinners  -('Col.  2:1:V).  "  hiivimr 
f(U'i;iven   "<  all  oiir  trespasses  '"-  -it   I-  not   far  tu  thi    belief  that 
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(iiid  iii-|»in-,  men  tij<lii_v  tor  ji^n  iii  fa»k>.  jis  lie  lia«  al\va\>i  dunt-. 
Sonic  iiiiliiiai'v  iiiDrlals,  cviii  imw.  Iiaxc  ilitticiiltv  iu  |Miiiiiiii};  mit 
tlu'  ■•incitif  i|itr(  niu'cs  in  thi-  kiiiil  and  di-gri't*  ot  in.ipiialinM 
l>()s^i'.-.s<'d  lis  Mr.sc  s  an<l  .lusliiia  in  pas.sin^  ilif  tir.^i  law  tor  the  pro- 
Icctinii  lit  -la\(>  ai;;iiii-i  ilic  lininiliiv  of'  ilicir  nia-ti  r-,  and  that 
ins|i'ratii>n  |iii>>f>,.(d  li\  Willi,  i-inrci  ;ind  l.inrcin  in  passing  the 
lust,  wliiidi  is  nnlv  it.--  lugical  .■■i'(|m  iicf  '. 
ity  a;  lie  hands  i>t'  -iniilar  iiia-h  i>. 

If  ilic  timl  law  a^^uinsi  siavi-n  wa-  in.s!|iirfd,  wli;  n^i  the 
la~i  ;     \\  liii'li  i«  iinlv  ii-  l(i;;ical  •<f(|n(ncr. 

It  ilir  tir.>l  law-^ivci-  wn-c  iii^pind  ici-  llicii-  work,  whv  not 
ill.'  last  < 

It'  tile  tir-i  law  wa-  liolv  widioiu  tlif  shedding  ot'  liUid,  wh_v 
nut  the  last,  when  saiicliticd  wiili  ilic  hi j  of  n  million  niartvrsi 

If  the  last  law  he  noi  ii>  (iodj^iM  n  :i>  llic  lir.-I,  wliich  wav  has 
<inr  World  niovrd  in  the  last  ilinc  ihoiisaiid  Vfar- ^ 

If  the  tiisi  liiw  of  -hucrv  he  dixinc  and  ins|)ircd.  and  the  la^t 
hnv  he  (lie  Icjiitiniatc  oiiiconif  of  ila  tiisi.  and  vet  not  di\  iiic  and 
ins|>irc(|.  at   what  jioint  did   iIk-  iii-|>iratioii  vanisii  f 

If  the  law  al)oii>hinn-  slaNcry  he  a  riiiliicoiis  law,  and  ihi>  ino-t 
i'oni|ilcic  law  o|  -li\fry.  ilicn  it  nni-t  !»■  nranr  lurfcct  than  l'!x. 
Jl,  which  omIv  rct;iilalt  s  ii.  lint  if  the  law  aliolishiiii:-  slaviTv  hr 
i''ii  ••divine"  and  "in»|iir(  il."  wliile  the  law  of  (ieii.  Jl.  Mierolv 
rei;nlatiir_'  -l;r.ei-\.  1h  ••diiine"  and  "  in-|ii  red."  thin  ihe  words 
■•divine"  and  ••  ins|iired  "  dimply  mean  less  perfict;  i.e..  an 
'inin.-|iii-ed  nniuan  law  is  more  |i,  I'leei  than  an  iiLspired  di\ini' 
law. 

Tlii-  is  onr  loi^-ieal  and  iiie\iialile  <-onclusioii  if  we  admit  liiat 
1  he  alinliiion  of  slavi'rv  i>  the  i-iiihteipn-  (diniax  of  sla\er\  leui-hi- 
tion  in  K\.  -\. 

'i'his  examination  of  ••  In-|iiration  "  doe-  not  deny  the  in^jiira- 
lioii  of  any  or  all  of  the  Old  'rcstaimni:  ii  only  points  out  s,,inf 
'<{  the  manifistly  iae\iial'le  diiliculliis  into  whieh  we  afe  led  hv  a 
false,  oi'  rather,  inipos.-ihle,  \iew  of  in-|iiral ion. 

(ieii.  1  :11,  may  he  e\ei'\-  woril  inspiicd.  and  all  Divine  Revela- 
tion, lint  thai  iloes  not  imply  that  they  are  liishiri/  and  sciciirr.  as 
some  very  hii;li  anilioritii's  nio~i  enthnsiastieally  jiroclaim.  Kevela- 
tiiin  and  in.-pirafioii  are  not  limit.  <1  to  these  v(  rv  narrow  spliere>. 
The  parahles  -jiokeii  liy  the  ('hri-t  are  lu  itlier  history  nor  scii  ik'c; 
Init  that  does  not  l,,w(  r  tlnir  ins|.iration  nor  lessen  their  revelation. 
They   ari'   the   more         'v    inspired    revilatioii  hecanse   they   have 
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C'«.-iip..|  til,,  lin.iiatin,,  „f  anv  ..,!.•  .I<.i,art.n..„i  „f  l.,in,«„  know 
K-'Ips  ••iilirr  historv  .,/  s.m..iw.,.,  un.|  l.r.ailio  fnrtli  th..  tn.tl,  in 
iiiHiiy  varied  loriiiii 

li  who  ,.|„im.  ,l,u,  (!,.,!.  1:11  j.  hi.,,..rv  uu.\  -n. ,..-...  in  anv 
MH..Ii.ni  M-UHv,  lias  -ain.-,l  n-.thini-  fur  t|„.  nni-..  „f  iinil,;  »„,•  wc 
littu-  mil  timt  moral  tn.tl,  nuu  1...  a>  u.il  nvtuiiMl  in  mlur  furnis 

..f  lit,  rat.in.  as  i„  hiM,„.v.  .\n.|  ,v..„  j, r  own  srimtiH..  aii..  ih.. 

'•••"""-"  "'.n.    will  a,.,.m.iat..  il...  Mnlnln.  >>  nf  >i„  |,v  a  ,,aral,!,.  ..r 

»ill.W„.v  wl,i,.|,  k,.,.„|y  lilnstrat*-.  inur i.-kiv  than   l.v  thr  m,,-i 

.  xacf  M-icntidc  t..rniu!u>  or  t'riniina!  statistics. 

Wf.  necl  nut  ..xan.inc  in  .htail  the  .litlVniu  .sturi..s  in  riu'se 
••|«>iF.t'  rs.  I  la.  onvnn  an.)  form  ..f  ilxs,.  ,-t.,ri,.s  may  Ix.  n.,t.  .1  1„  r.. 
1  l.cir  .-ontMit  nr  un.l.  rU  in-  truth  will  In.  n-t,  .1  lafr.  Tlu.  stono.s 
ot  crration  aiv  man's  atfunpt  t..  ,.v|,lain  and  .•nr.vlai,.  thr 
plu-nom.  na  ut  ,1„.  m.ivrrs..  as  th..y  .t..o.|  l„.Con.  hi.n  in  .■..ns,.ions- 
'^'■-v^.  1  II..  narrativ,.  .,t  the  fiur.lon  is  the  srn  ..tost  trap.lv  ,,f  hntnan 
history,  put  m  story  f,,,.,,.  so  sin.pl,.  that  ..  .hiM  „.av"  iva-l  and 
"n.l.rsfand;  and  no  ,«.rson  has  arriv.d  at  niai.iritv  who  ha.  n.,t 
l»ilf<.rly  .xpcrM-ncd  the  truth  iind-rlvinfr  that  story" 

Wo  ninnot  l.nt  lov  th.-  ■•nt,.irrily  of  .\,^h  in  his^rrc-at  ..umtnis- 

Hon;  nor  retiKsr  ,„ty  an.l  shaino  for  hi«  weakness  in  deliverance 

""<!  pn.sper.ty.     Th,.  story  of  th,.  lino,!  Uars  n.arks  of  ntor,.  than 

-i.e  r,.,^,rd  or  tnuiition  within  r.-aeh  of  the  compiler  of  our  narra- 

'V--;  an.    that  with  the  .liff..rent  lit,  rary  ,.har:.,.teristic8  of  (J,.n. 

i.i---:.!  an,l  -4-2.''..  has  given  rise  to  the  beli,.f  that  for  L',.n,.ra- 

tions  tlu.    st,.ries    uvr,.    fransmitt,d    v-.K-allv    iK.fore    writinfr    was 

known  or  at  hast  ....nnnonly  practise,!:  that  .lurinir  this  tra.litional 

p.'rio,|  they  ,!,.v,.h,pod  variations,  as    tra,litions    always    ,1,..    tluit 

ater  they  wore  uuHjrporated  in  the  iit,.rature  of  the  nati,.n  whoso 

h.st.,nc  ,levelopm,.nt  nv,.al,>d  (;o,i's  plan  of  salvation;    and    thai 

for  loar  of  losm-  the  truth,   varyin-  statements   f,-„m  ,litf..r,.nt 

s,.nrc.s  w,.ro  .neorporat,.d  in  our  narrative.    Thr  se  variaf  i,.us  seen. 

partu-ularly  ovi,],.nt  in  this  flood  narrativ,..  whi.-h  w,.  mi-v  now 

examine  with  some  care. 

,/';■'.'•  ,";^^-.^'f'*'^  *'""''  I'firins  in  the  six  hundredth  year  of 
JVoah  s  life,  in  th,.  socon,!  month,  o,,  th,.  s,.venteentli  dav  of  the 
month.  ,       I   I  n . 

(ien.    7:12.--And    the   rain    was   „pou    the  earth   fortv   ,lavs 
and  forty  niirhts. 

(ion.    7:17.-- And    the    flood     was     forty    ,1m vs    upon     the 
eartri. 
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fifii.  7:lM.  ■•  AikI  the  wait  r<  prcvuilid  ii|».ii  tlir  .  urtli  an 
liiitiiind  mill  tit'iv  diiv-." 

(ini.  >::{.  ••  Ami  iil'tcr  ilif  .inl  ..(' iin  liiiii<lr*.|  aii<l  tifiv  .lavs  th<' 
wnfers  drcreatioil." 

<M'ii.  H:|,  ,iat«'«  iliai  at  tin-  en. I  „\'  ti\,.  ihuiiiIh  the  urk 
ri'r*t('«l  t'li   (III    iiiiiiiiitaiiis  ul'  Ararat. 

iU'U.   >:."i.      At    the  iiwl   i.t'  M\,  II   I itli-    aiiil     iliiriini    ilnv» 

fbi'  tops  ut"  ilic  iiiuiitiiaiiis  a|i|icarfcl    (  nckniiin^r  thirty  .lav-   [mt 

lUOIItlll. 

lint.  (Jcii.  s.-c.  7,  s,  aii<l  '.»,  .Iician-  that  at  lln-  end  of  furtv  duys 
Nonh  .xciit  forth  a  raven  ami  a  .|o\c.  The  .love  ritiiriicd.  v.  '.t,  "Thf 
raven  wi ut  forth  to  an  I  fr...  until  ihe  waHTs  wtrc  dried  np  from 
off  the  earth"  (  jn^i  -i\  niontli-  and  ilirx'  da\-  liefore  the  tofw 
of  the  mountains  appeand). 

(ieii.  ^:1<>.  Ai  (lie  end  id'  forty  seven  dav>.  the  doxc  is  ai,'ain 
«fiit  forth  and  returns  at  .ventide,  "  and.  lo.  in  her  mouth  an 
olive  leaf  jiiiieked  off;  so  Xoah  knew  tliat  the  waters  wen- 
aliated  from  off  the  earth." 

Hut  (ieii.  7:iM,  >ays  that  the  waters  /ircruilifl  upon  tiie  earth 
one  hundred  and  fifty  days. 

(Jon.  >*:.".. — After  tlie  end  ..f  one  hiindn-d  and  fifty  days  the 
wafers  deprcaspd. 

(Jen.  S-12. — At  the  end  >>f  tifty-four  day-  ho  sent  out  the  dove, 
"and  she  roturnoil  not  ajrain  unto  him  any  more''  (five  inonflis 
and  ninetoon  day.s  hefore  the  tops  of  the  mountains  appeared). 

(Jon.  S:l.'!.~  -I'n  ton  luoiitiis  and  thirteen  «hiys  ''the  face  of 
the  jrrnund  was  dri(  d." 

Gon.   S:il.-Iti   twelve  nths  and   feti   dav,-  "was  the  earth 

dry.'' 

Do  the  very  l)e>t  we  ean  with  this  narrative,  yet  jr  plainlv 
states  that  tlie  waters  pn'vaiied  upon  the  earth  one  hundred  anil 
fifty  days;  that  only  aft.  r  the  < ml  of  one  humlre<l  and  fifty 
days  the  waters  decreased;  and  yet  at  the  en.l  of  fortv-severi 
days  Noah  knew  that,  tlie  wafers  were  aUated  from  off  tho  •■'rth. 

If  wo  try  to  narrauiro  the  narrative mi  'iiinjj  the  fo. ,     ,iav.s 

with  the  hundred  and  fifty  days,  as  some  ,  (o  do,  -ve  still 
have  the  olive  leaf  oominir  i"  ;>  month,  hicking  four  d.  jofore 
the  to]is  of  the  mountains  appeared. 

This  is  the  -tateim  111  of  the  proMem  eoiitained  in  the  narra- 
tive of  the  flood.   Would  it   were  a-  i  a-ilv  -idvid  as  stated. 
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With  vvliai   ■•  wniriih'M  and   |miiihiliU'h'.  "  •mi I   •   toriiHT 

fMllcfji.  I.  mill. r,  iH(.,|  t.i  ti|>|>niiii'||  il,i,  |ir..|,|,.|„ ;  «iih  what 
rtliniiiiif. ,  ll<■l|.l(•-..||(■^*,  iiikI  .■..iitu«ioii  ih.x  iiiiii<-ki<i  it  \v)nu 
iMtt<>.l  Willi  .|iirMi..iiv  f.uriiiji;  („r  ,uv  fiiilli!  nith  wliut  .li-ftness 
lliiv  wiiftr.l  iH  awiiv  fn  11  it  mi:iii-w<n  .1,  with  tin  m,ij,'ir 
luiiiiiila,  ■•  \V..li.  \vr  miiM  pa-*-  ni.-iic."  i>.  Mill  a  |miiiliil  iiifiiioi^ 
lo  xiiiic  ..(■  im  aii<l  a  |iitil'iil  .•ninniHt  i..  tin-  htr-t  .it  <iiir  college 
work.    wli.Tr   ini'ti    h..iir,i|v   .•untV^s   tli.    .Iitli<'iillicx,    h  .|.||v    jM.iiit 

'•"•" '■   i'>"l   liiimlil.v   |.ray   an. I   lalh.r   fur  fra.-r  an. I   wi^.l to 

'^'  '^■''   ''"'"••      II -I^    '•!    |mr|...Hi,  .■..iiiTaiiiiu;   im   ln:lli.   a\..i.liii(^ 

II..  rcalifv.  li.nvcvir  ilitliciill.  ^•.iii,.  t.)  iiic  ti.  Ii;.  the  ..iilv  ,afn 
11M1I1...I  ..f  |.r..;rri'ss  n..tliwitliMaii<liutr  iN  .litHciilii,  ^  ami 
•  iaiiiicr..  Faith  foMiTcl  l.v  ral-i'iu.nil  were  I),  m  r  lnnir.l.  It  i.i 
iilriiiilv  ilcail. 

Jll.xl     ll.Tc    Wr    lll.l\     rxaillillc    -..lllc    ..t'    tin'    lll.tll..,|,      '..I,  ,|,tc.|      lo 

av..i.I  ..r  s.,hv  ih..  litriiif.v  ..r  lii.-t..rical  .lilUciiltic  ..t'  ili.-  liiliji- 
iiarraiivf. 

I  liiiT  arc  tli.i-c  wh..  li..iicstly  ami  [ilaiiily  stat-'  that  tlicv 
have  Ikx  11  taiiL'lit  t..  lM>li..\',.  cvrry  wi»r.|  ..I  tlic  {{il.lr  literally, 
aii.l  U'iii::'  iiic..iii|Mtriil  t..  solv,.  the  |..r..l)|.iii  tiny  arc  still  able 
'"  ''  '''•\''  i'  'ill  literally,  in  -pile  ..f  variali..iK  that.  t..  carct'nl 
niiiiils,  ainoinit  t«  <'..iitni«li.'ti..ii..  Such  a  mental  eiivjr.inmcnt 
may  I.  a  -teailviiii:  weidii  upon  tlu.sc  who  arc  inclined  to  move 
I""  rapi.lly;  ihcy  .•.ml  rilmt..  liille  <|-.,  h,,wev.  r.  1..  tli.  menial 
or  -piritnal  pr.iirn --  of  the  race. 

nih.r-  „iy  ihey  .leie.-f  nil  diflicnlii.-,  f.ir  iliev  r.  a.l  ilic  Kilile 
'"  '■•■'•'■i\e  lielp  fr..iii  it.  II. .t  til  till. I  faull-  in  it.  Iliii  if  ili..y 
read  their  KiMc  a-  a  !.<...k  .f  iii.-i  rii.'tioh.  ami  not  as  a  im  re 
scrap  iHMik.  s,,  that  they  try  to  jr.'i  its  meanin;:.  ami  iimlcrsiand 
what  they  read,  iliey  will  hml  .litli.Milties.  lint  if  iliey  .1,,  ii.)t 
im-lcr-laml  what  iliey  iva.l,  how  •an  their  readiiij  Inlp  them? 
\\..iil.|  ii.it  -.mie  oihir  Ixmk  fnriiisli  th. m  the  same  or  cmii 
lietier  help  ^ 

Si.ill  oilier-  say  iliey  .j.i  iiie.  t  .lilliciili  ies ;  lait  if  mie  iiirra- 
tivc  'ir  discuir,,.  li,s  licy.m.l  tlicir  irrasp  th /y  leave  it  until  lielj) 
can  lie  nceive.l  fr.«m  soni.'  soiiri'c.  Ami  the  truiilile  to  tin  ir 
iiicHi:;!    life  ami   s|iirilMal   peace  only   moves   il.eni   m  arcr  lo  (lod. 

The  w.irld  has  -rrcat  ri'asoii  for  ■rralitinle  fur  -ndi  op.  11- 
mimle.lness.  These  mimU  m.i\e  humewaril  sl.iwlv  l>iii  saf.  Iv. 
J'heii'  .•hie!    dan'i.  r    is   the   danger     of    st.ippinjr.       There     is     no 
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iluajjif  lit   ililiiv   rii   liiiii   uli.i   kiiiiv\>   In-   \\\u>U-  ilnix    i.i  Im  ,   'to 

llti'lllff    liic    wlliilt    .iillll-i'l    lit    <iiii|.' 

A  nlill  -iiiallt  r  groii|i,  inrlinliii^  -Mine  wt  II  kixiwii  Miilitxliiit 
liiiiiixl^'rx,  IniM'  ijci'l  iinl  ilmi  tin  OM  I'l  ■.laiiiiiii  I'lintuiitt  no 
ilitlifiiliii.-;  linn  ■  ii  i  ,,hls  Ii_\  iiiimiiil_\  iiig  tin  literan  ilillu  ' 
tii'>  tit  ilic  <  Hij  I'l -laiiii  111  ihiii  II  |ii'iili|riii  laii  lie  invi'iiliil  wliu'li 
<'ulU  a!  all  till-  -ii|i|iiiiii.  "  ill  till-  \vi'  ai'i  -ate  in  i')'|iiviii^  ihut 
miiiiir  iincin-i-iiiic  imr  icli-cuiii-  i-i  n  niiiii  il  in  iliuci  ilitticuliii'» 
in  tin-  i'lilili  iiunaiivi  ut  ilir  iluiiil.  I  he  iiiii>i  fiiiniiiiin|ilai'u  a.s 
tVi'll  a«  lii'illiaiil  iiiii'lli;;!  Hit-  Innf  I"  111  anv-inl  lis  llii-r  liiirarv 
i|itli('<illii'-. 

'I'll  iiiin  wim  >lill  |iii'M-i-  iliai  linic  ari-  im  ilitinMiltii  •?,,  i  xct|it 
"  ijivciilcil  "  .iin>.  i'  iiiii:li:  In-  niilini  iliai  im  ili-i'"Ui>t  nu  tTu 
jir<>|(fiii<-  lit'  li;;iii  ran  iiniiiiiiT  ilir  -cii-aiinn-  <<(  cnldi'  in  the 
iniml  lit'  a  liliml  man:  am!  ilir  -aim  mav  IkiIiI  inir  in  ilii-  i-a.so. 
\U'  i.liinikt'iil  it'  Villi  liml  ii.>  liiiims  .lilluiiliii-  in  ilir  (Mil  iC-ta- 
im  lit  ;    lint    Id  ware   ut'    iIh-   laii-r   ut    ilii-   alinuimal    pi'iii-c, 

I  ilii  mil  nii'iiii  li\  liii-  iliMi  ihc  liii  rarv  ilillinillir-  ul'  ilir  Old 
'r<.-taimnt  an  in.-ii|it  raiilt .  Hiii  i  .In  in-i-i  ilial  ili<-  |Mr-oii  wlio 
.•^av-  tiial  all  llir  iliiliciiliii^  arr  "  iinciiiiil."  .«iin|ily  ili-cri-'lit!* 
Jiini-fll'    in    ilii'    iiiiml-   ut'    inirlliuiiii.    i-iiii-.-iiiitimis    im  n.       i'lnre 

arc  liiciMi'v  iliirciiliii  -   in   ihi-   nariMii\.    ..i    iln    ll I   a-    ■•      i  'cd 

iti  (ii'ii.  7  ami   "-. 

While   lure    \vr    mav    lakr    liiiir    in    |iiii!>    a'    ilir   atti  .1     • 

ii|i|insin;r  -fli"".l~  t'lwai'l  ilii-  ihmIiIcih.  'Ihc  ultra  !•■ 
(tlic  niii.-t  nrtlindiix  lit'  all  I  i>r  "  \crlial  iiH|iiriiliniii-t  '  .'■  .,1 
lliat  (iiid  diclalcd  cM'Tv  umi-iI  ,,t'  tlic  i'.ilili-.  tliai  tli'  wi-i  .  , 
mir  iiililc  arc  llic  vcrv  vvni'd-.  "  1 /isisslum  nihn."  ilmi  (m«| 
sjicikf;  tliat  tlii'i-c  (an  In  im  1  rmr-  ut"  i-tati  nn  iii,  fm-  tin-  writers 
\V(  ro  "  in-piri-d  "  :  and  iii-|iii'ii|  mean-  '"  iiica|iali!c  ut'  cmmi' "  or 
it  iiH-an-*  iiutliiiii:.  "  Iluly  men  ut'  (Jud  -pake  a-  tin  \  wen  .iiuvcd 
liy  tlic  Ijuly  (iliu-r."  and  if  tliey  -|i(ikc  inaeciiralely  llicn  rlie  Muly 
<i.li(i-l  niux'cd  liieiii  til  thai  iniieeiiracy.  I  In;-  lie  \\\\,,  claim-  that, 
liicrc  are  literary  ditlicidtir  -  in  ilie  jtiMc  i-  -iiii|ilv  accn-ini:  (iod 
iif  inakinjr  mistakes.  'I'liii-  the  extreme  ..iihudux  lay  ilu  d'ar^re 
uj"  lila-|iliemy  at  tin  duur  uf'  ilie  ci'iiic.  (ilii-  i-  ihe  '  ii  jn'ioii." 
■■  (lediicti\-e  "   nietliiid   ut'  iiru^-ediiie.  i 

Tlic  critic,  <in  tlic  uiln  r  hand,  ^ay-  tlici-c  are  ('rrur-  ot"  -fatc- 
ineiit  in  the  IliMc,  hut  ilie-c  av  the  I'-nlt  uf  (i.id's  |ilan  in  use 
linnian  aircnts  in  tlie  rexelatluii  ut'  human  re(leiii|itiiiii ;  ihal  wlien 
Olid    sjinke   tu    men    lie   -puke    tn    their    iiiider-taiidini.'.    and.    with 
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oni  iv  ciirdi  (I  (  \c'c|iiion.  Ictt  man  to  iiit<i'|)rcl  and  inthi'iI  the 
iiic^^ajic  he  liad  rwcived ;  that  hoWcviT  inspired  he  niiffht  Ik;  in 
rccciviiic;  tlif  nicssagc.  he  was  limited  tn  iniman  laii,iiiiag(5  tor  its 
transmission,  and  thrt  is  always  inadequate;  that  thi-oiigh  these 
liiinian  airents  errors  arose,  as  we  have  seen;  tliat  the  cuiiipiler 
or  relaeteiir  of  uii-  ,  '•T.^ivo  ha<l  various  sources  of  inforniatioii 
from  which  to  ,  .-■  the  ('•-:■••!  *"  the  st<uw,  and  some  detail — 
heiiec  the  variai  im- :  thai  ilie  'ivine  in  the  storv  is  the  truth  it 
toach(>s,  rti>ardli  --  ■i\  fh'  !oi  i  that  truth  may  take;  that  the 
truth  of  tlie  inc>.  ...a  i  ''viiiC  a-  is  all  trtith.  and  never  dis- 
crcfyant  or  coiitradict(U\v,  or  even  inad((|iuUe  to  its  task — htit  the 
form  of  (  xpres^jiiii  j^  liuman  iind  in  places  faulty. 

These  arc  the  attitudes  of  the  opposing  schools  relating  to  the 
narrative  of  the  Hood,  at  least.  The  advantage-  and  di-advati- 
tag(  s  of  each  may  he  noticed  later. 

That  ^^oses  did  not  write  all  f-he  Pentateuch,  the  critics 
argue  from  the  fact  that  the  writer  of  tlic  last  chapter  of  Deutc- 
ronoiuy  speak-  of  ^fo-  "  death  and  luirial  in  the  same  style  and 
persoti  as  the  one  who  wrot(>  the  former  part  of  the  hook.  Moses 
would  scarcely  describe  hi-  own  death  and  burial  as  having 
already  taken  place  and  himself  !i\in2-  and  writiu'j  it.  If  he 
spoke  of  it  at  :dl  «c  would  look  for  pnipliecv  rather  than  simple 
Tiarrntive  in  the  p.ast  tense. 

That  Gen.  1"2:  I'l.  "The  Caiuianite  was  then  in  the  land."  was 
written  after  the  Canaanite  was  driven  out  of  the  land,  and  for 
some  ])ersoii  or  jx  rsons  who  did  not  know  that  the  Canaanite  had 
ever  lived  in  the  laud.  Xo\\'  ^lo-es  nex-ei'  lived  to  see  th<^  Camianite 
driven  out,  and  all  who  lived  in  ^foses'  time  were  most  painfully 
conscious  of  the  ]ire<(  nee  of  their  enemy  in  the  land. 

Xumber-  :>1:  l.".—  "  The  tw.i  trib;  -  and  the  half  triln'  have 
received  their  iidieritaiice  beyond  the  Jordan  at  Jericho  eastward 
toward  the  sun-rising."  Now  ^[os(  s  never  crossed  to  the  west 
side  of  the  Jordan;  so  the  phrase.  '"  beyond  the  Jordan  eastward," 
woubl  be  an  impossible  ])hrase  for  Mo.ses  to  use. 

From  these  three  references  it  seems  perfectly  clear  that  ^Foses 
did  not  write  all  the  first  five  books  of  the  Bible,  commonly  called 
the  "  Pematem-h,"  and  that  in  this  claim  the  critics  are  correct. 

But  it  is  no  part  of  this  paper  to  turn  highi  r  critic.  Our  busi- 
ness is  to  appraise  the  work  of  the  critics,  '•  whether  it  be  good 
or  whether  it  be  evil." 
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Rev.  Will.  11.  Iliuck.s,  1>.I).,  well  kiimvii  in  Tormitu,  ti.  wliDiii  I 
am  iiuicii  linli'l)tc(l,  has  oxiircsscd  the  Djiiiiioii  cit'  iiiiiiiv  in  a  scriiiDii 
preached  in  Broadway  Talxrnacle.  uii  "The  Deity  i>(  Cliri-t  as 
Atfeeted  by  lliirher  Critieisin.""  id"  which  sernnpn  1  -jieak  more 
freely,  since  there  can  he  no  (hiiominatioiial  iiiejiidice. 

Dr.  Iliiieks  in  siihstance  says  that  Jesiis  Christ  treated  a.^  his- 
torical the  story  of  the  creation  in  (iene>i---  the  story  of  Noah — 
and  also  believed  or  endorsed  the  belief  that  David  wrote  the  1  lOth 
Psalm;  and  that  whosoever  (b-iiies  the  historicity  .d'  the  creation 
story  or  tlie  story  of  Jonah,  or  deiiit-  the  Da\idic  anllio|->lii|)  of 
the  110th  Psalm,  has  d<'nifd  the  Deity  .d"  Cliii^t. 

Let  lis  look  at  the  latter  claim  only,  .i-  it  i-  i)y  far  tlie  more 
easily  dtdended  by  the  o|)|)onents  (d'  critical  investiiration.  and  of 
the  least  importance  to  the  critics. 

And  let  me  say  |i(  rsoiially  that  I  will  sacritice  all  but  my  reason, 
to  maintain  my  faith  that  .l(>ii>  wa>  (lod;  ami  if  de.-ns  went  ont 
of  His  way  consciously  to  endorse  the  .lewish  belief  in  the  Davidic 
authorship  of  the  110th  Psalm.  T  will  emlorse  it  with  all  my  heart. 

Christ's  nfereiice  to  the  1  Kith  Psalm  is  recorded  by  Matthew, 
^lark  and  I, like.  .Mark  and  Luke  are  |)racti"ally  identical.  They 
all  place  this  r(d'erence  at  the  end  of  a  chapter  recording  three 
vicious  attempts  to  entrap  Christ.  The  Hrst  is  an  attempt  to  set 
Jesus  at  variance  with  the  Roman  authorities — "  Is  it  lawful  to 
give  tribute  to  Casar  or  iiol  i"  Th(>  second  is  an  attempt  of  the 
Saddiicees  to  confuse  llini  in  His  teachini;-  of  the  resurrection — 
"  In  the  resurrectiiiu,  whose  wife  shall  she  lie  id"  the  seven  '.'' 

Xe.xt  arose  a  lawyer,  saying.  "  blaster,  wliicli  is  the  great  com- 
mandment in  the  law  <"  Now.  after  these  tlire<>  deceitful  attempts 
to  entraji  Him,  ''  .lesus  asked  them  a  (piestioii.  saying,  what  think 
ye  of  (-hrist  ^  Whose  son  is  he  f  They  -.ly  unto  him.  thesmi  of 
David.  He  sayeth  unto  them.  How  then  doth  David  in  spirit  call 
him  Lord,  saying.  The  l^ord  said  unto  my  Lord,  >it  thou  on  my 
right  hand  till  I  put  thine  enemies  under  thy  feit  ^.  If  David  then 
calleth  him  Lord,  how  is  he  his  son  '.  .\nd  no  one  was  able  to 
ansAver  Him  a  word."  .Mark  and  Luk(>  both  word  it.  "  David 
dierefore  called  him  Lord,  and  liow  is  he  his  son  '." 

Now,  just  as  long  as  human  minds  are  limited  as  ours  are, 
t!i"re  will  lie  ditf(  reiice  of  opinion  as  to  whethir  .lesus  CTidorsed 
these  eominon  beliefs  of  the  .lews  or  not.  The  s<'holarship  of 
the  world  is  now  divided,  and  it  li(>s  beyond  the  range  of  hniiian 
knowledge  to  say.  at  this  loie.;  remove,  with  ci  j'taiutx .  what   was 
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.l(>ii>  iriiihl,  .  II  a  Milijoct  iijioii  wliidi  we  liiuc  no  evidence  He  iii- 
tuide.i  .  espivss  Jliiiis,  It'  lit  tlial  lime.  It  is  w,  di.scndit  t..  eon- 
fcss  lliiii  \v<.  do  no!  kiinw  the  wliule  of  the  Divine  iiiiii.l;  but  the 
Mu't  seino  to  Mi-ow  tliat  .Icj^us  siinplv  railed  ii[)  thi^i  problem  as  a 
final  sileiiiinji- (d'  llii.s  uroiip  of  hateful  men.  lea^iiod  for  his  ruin, 
without  ihe  slii'lite.st  purpose  of  either  endorsiujr  or  correetini' 
the  l)cli<f. 

'rheii,  sav  s(,uie.  and  Dr.  Hineks  e.\p -esses  it  well.  '•  If  Jesus 
knew  U'tfer  and  simply  aeeomni.Mlated  himself  to  the  eonimon 
Ix'liefs  of  the  -lews.  He  did  in  His  day  what  no  other  hidier 
.■ritie  would  do  n..w.  and  what  .'very  honest  man  would  seorn 
to  do."" 

Hut  that  is  e.xaetly  what  .'very  teaeher.  divine  or  human,  must 
d  ..  Xo  teacdior  eaii  smire  an  emptv  under.-.tandin<r  to  iK-^^nn 
teaehinn-;  an<l  if  he  eoiild  seenre  it.  he  never  could  teach  ^it. 
When  Je>us  Im  jian  leachinj?  he  bc^an  with  men  as  he  found  them. 
[1-  could  not  biiiin  otherwise.  To  attempt  anv  otlier  wav  was  not 
to  fiegin  teaching  as  he  found  them.  .I.sus  often  aecoinmodafed 
His  teaching  to  tlie  beliefs  of  his  hearers,  and  tried  through 
tlieir  old  beliefs  to  lift  them  into  jiew  truth.  .\[att.  20:20.  and 
Mark  10 ::',.-.,  furnish  ns  an  .■.vample.  The  mother  of  Zeb'de^'s 
chil.lren.  wiih  her  sons,  James  and  John,  comes  asking.  "Grant 
That  these  my  two  sons  may  sit.  the  one  on  Tbv  right  hand  and 
thy  left  in  tliy  kingdom.""  Their  whole  belief 
"1  (>arthlv  kiimdom  witli  grmd  ailvanceinents  to 
and  Jesus  left  their  Iwliefs  just  as  they  were 
li  replaced  them.  He  did  if  with  all  Uis 
disciples  in  ilis  tr  aching,  and  cnntinued  it  ;ifter  His  ronrreo- 
tion  on  the  way  to  Kmiiiaus.  l^uildijig  TTis  new  truth  <iii  the  old 
"H'licf  ill  the  Jew  in  hi-  menioriz(  d  Ol.l  TestauK  lit  Scriptures: 
and   the  new  truth  ngenerated  the  old  Ixdiefs. 

^\l'"''.'  '!'■  J''"**^'^  ^^.^"^  ♦''is  is  what  no  higher  critic  to-dav 
'  '  is  only  partly  correct,  and  that  is  the  verv  oppf.site 
frotn  his  intentions.  Too  many  thinkers  are  too  destructive. 
They  t(ar  down  false  beliefs,  with  no  truths  to  replace  tin  ni. 
Bitter  soiil-agony  accompanies  this  method.  The  truth  itself 
should  exjM'I  the  error.     "  The  truth  shall  make  yon  free." 

r.iit  whni  Dr.  Hineks  s;iys  that  if  Jesus  accomniodated  him- 
self to  beliefs  that  were  ill-founded,  he  did  "  what  any  iionest 
man  would  s<'orii  to  do."  Dr.  TTincks  is  wrong:  for  every  Imnest 
teacher  imist  do  it.     There  is  no  other  wav  of  teaching'.      Kverv 
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"n  'rnr  .        '^'^'^''••'"^•y-^^st  use  terms  that  ,nan  -an   ,,ar,lv 

n  <    pwt.   or  ,nan   ^vd    „of  g„e.s.   that    (|,.,1   has    spok,.,..       (JoJl 
t  -a  1  u,  a  vo.,..  ,ha^  ,„an  can  hear  an.l  know,    ,r  n.an    1,  w 

n  nUl   ''"'"""  V"^^:^'-^-  ^"-  ■"""  -""^^'t  J"^  re.en..ra,..l  oi,  Lr  in 
"     o,  h,.ar,.     1  hat  ,s  on,,  reason  why  Christ  was  horn,     fie  -an  n 

.nan    tenns   that    , „.„,,,    ,,,,„,.; r.-rH.    ,ho„,l        ! 

"b  .l.tine:  an.l  he  iu,,.  i„  ,..,,ms  that  n,an  ,nav  follou-  though 
''!■'■  ^'■'r'<^'"  '-'"'iMot.  In  this  lay  Tlis  <h..i,v  an.l  h  n  nitv 
I    -s  a  ],n„tat:on  assnn.ed  hy  CJo.l  on  a.-eoun,  .if  the  li,  o^; 

"f  the  l)eine:  to  he  re.leeino.l. 

J    ehose    this    one    ,v.int    from    Dr.     Hinek's    svrn.on     sinn.lv 

inn„st  .,>  r,.fns,n.  ]„„.,.,.  f„  „,.,„^  j^  Christian  !,„rial 

It   .l.res   nor    n.flcot   on    tho  ,i,.ifv   ,.f  Chrisf    tl,..f    ii      . 
c,i         •  I'll!    I'l    »  ni  NT    tliar    lie    of    ni'inv 

^:';:;;::z;i:rti:L,!;;:\:::;;;^ 
;:r.:i:*;;v:il/l;i;:;:,-:;;;,j''^::„r,l::r'-" 

Tr  ;   ,.        ,         'fffi\*'-      An.l  yet    II,.  knew  conr  V   what 

fe  e.xpeerocl  for  then,.     The  trnth  of    life  .hnvn,  .1    slowlv    .,,. 
hen.:  and  a.  ,t  dawne.l  it  .-leare,!  their  vision  an.l  Hain.ed  then 

^       r    her,>u^  .leten,  ers       T.,,..,|   ;,  ;.  ,,,,.„,,  „„,,...  ,,.,  ^^.,,,.,^  ,^^ 

"''","•"■'"  '^'"'  •"••''  fl'-^  "•""'  'I>a..   tl...  nature  of  ,rnth  t,.  win 
and  hoi. I  irien, 

(-Mrlj^^r^lfr^  on   the  knowl...!..,  .o,.  i„p,ir,  H.e  Deitv  of 


rather  than  a^  soni.'  tl 


i.i'rist-  wish  he  ha.l 


tUr 


But  u-..  hau  ..t.lliar  ,ugo.  What  would  our  fun.huu,  nial 
bflu-fs  k-  uuJ.out  .-nticsn.  '.  Why  U-lieve  that  (n..l  has  ai-en  „s 
a  D.vuK.  n.velut.o,.^  "  Jimiuse  it  is  th.-  sure  word  of  God," 
say.s  ,h.  unroJl,..rive  so,,!.  JJ„t  ,h,.  Mohauuuodan  has  the  same 
mison  fur  k.hev.n^'  a  vrv  dim-rent  r.-vehition.  and  who  si.all 
deeded  iievelation  cannot  h.-lp,  f„r  hmh  an-  Divin..  and  n.utu- 
ali.v  eon  trad  letury.     The  hntlle-tield  .leeided  it  ..n.-e  at  Tours. 

llie  hiial  test  between  eonipcting  religion,  is  the  human 
unde,-s,and>ng.  l{,.tor.-  that  l.ar  all  r.  iioi.,ns  must  piea.l  despite 
tlieir  claims  to  Divine  revelation. 

The  differcn..e  l.etwcen  the  wildest  superstition  ami  the  most 
profound  la.tl,  ,s  a  d,ffe,-cn.-e  of  criticis,,,.  Ti.e  one  has  s-mply 
n.assed  its  nhgious  impressions  while  the  other  ha^  .•lassified 
and  sy.fen.atized  and  purified  acconlj,,.  to  a  Divine  ideal  tl„- 
relii!',(i,is   i,iip,-essioiis  niven. 

Shii  f„,-th..,-,  ,„„•  reliuion  is  the  p,-„duct  of  the  critical  con- 
structive htiman  uiidcrstaiiding. 

Whil,.  our  relioio„s  impressions  are  as  spontaneous  as  o„r 
simplest  sensations,  nevertheless  the  Christian  relii-ion  is  tho 
intellectual  monuiiient  of  the  human  race. 

There  are  tho-e  who  fVar  to  us,.  ,he  wo,-d  n  ason  in  refenmce 
lo  religion.  Ihere  are  even  those  who  prefer  t..  use  these  te  lU' 
as  contrasts.  Concerning  this  attitude,  Principal  Fairhairn  ■  / 
A  Mansfield  Colleire,  Oxford),  says:  "The  onlv  eoudition„n 
wfnch  reason  could  have  nothing  to  do  with  reli-i.ui  is  tjiat 
religion  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  truth.  For  in  everv  con- 
troversy concerning  what  is,  or  what  is  not  truth,  rea^oii  and 
not  authority  is  th<'  supreme  arhiter.  The  authority  that  decides 
against  reason  c.mmits  jts.df  to  a  cmflict  that  is  ce,-tain  to  issue 
in  defeat."  ••  If  it  we,-e  illicit  for  i-eason  to  touch  the  mvsteries 
of  reliaion.  the  church  would  never  have  had  a  creed,  or  have 
hiliev..!  a  (hictrine.  nor  would  man  have  possessed '  a  fai^h 
higher  than  the  mythical  fancies  tLat  pl.nsMl  his  chiMhood  "  (u 

.Vay.  more,  our  very  .\ew  Testament  is  the  work  of  the  critics, 
Tustead  of  the  ■•  world  its.-|f  not  In-ing  able  to  contain  the  l>ooks 
that  shonld  1„.  written"  (,Tohn  21  :2.-.).  we  have  the  most  compact 
three  gosp.ls ;  and  a  fourth  gospel  of  profound  theoh.gv.  drawn 
from  the  furnace  of  affliction  and  forged  on  the  anvil  of  huuian 
experic  nee,  through  a  long  life.  The  great  epistles  of  Paul  are 
profound  theologies  --onstnicted   in  the    practical    application    of 
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''"•  'n-lli  ,vv,al,.,]  in  .l...„s  tu  i|„.  Iiv, 


>>i  cuiiiiiion  UK  fi.      .^ 


..   i,.,  ,M,„.s.     ,|,,-„l,.  ul.a.   Looks  .|,:.||  I,..  tl„.  X,.,,.  Covenant 

^  .:;■';*  ::T''n''"''" '''-''  -^ '--■'■  ''-"-^  --"'- 

-ii"   <iiii(>  Were  to  hlanic.  " 

-IK    ...  ,n..l    ,.x,,,s,.      ..„ii:,n-sull,.rin,u-i.n.l^.ffort-.....tl.o,l:    1,,,,    by 
th'  ...osr  san..nf„.d  an.l  infus,-.  n„sonal,l,.,  ln.,nan  ...fivt      with 

stoa.l,n.s  a...l   t,-„M    in  (Jo.!  .l,on|.|  hol.l  t\u;u  fas,  ' 

r>n.tl,rc..     .f  Go,|   u-ants   this   Hil.l,.   ,,.viso<l,   I[,  will   find   th.. 

'"an  to  do  u.  and  in-jnov,.  i,   in  th.  doin,.       f  h  e  n  o    t    m 

pn.vod  .n  tho  doincr.  it  n->,„-t  dc  don,-.  "" 

^^  o  rave  ahont   a     '  iiintilatcrl    ri;i>l,. '•       \        •.       i  .       . 

an.l.lia^.osis  ......  n.nti,a!"rL^;';L     Th:'    ^  STl H: 

o:;;  ■:nd";i::iri  V'' ;--'^  i- <i-ian.  th..  .hoi..  ";;i.,;:r  ^ 

ccisel"  is  '""""  ""^  '"^'""^  ^"  fi'"'    "•''■''^    ^'1^^"    "-hole 

T  tvhVv,.  in  ,1,,  ,,-u<tn.,r,hin<..>  of  th<.  Hil.l,,  a.,d  tl...  tn.st- 
wo.-  h.noss  of  ,1...  hnuu...  „..d..,.s,an,lin.  Ti...-  a.v  tth  ho 
W.d.u..rk  of  God.  an.l  ,hov  do  not  ..ontli..,.  And  all  th..  li.it 
•  '  'J";  ■•■■";1  P""n..i  „,„„  ,h..  iiil.l,.  will  lu„  ,,.v,.al  its  f.^th 
■tornai  and  all  the  t,-„th  of  tho  Bii,l,.  p.,,,.,.,]  into  th..  ...in.l  will 
be  lor  it  Its  hfe  eternal. 

There  are  those  who  say  that  if  (Jen.  1  and  2  be  not  a  scien- 
t.fic  ..-entise.  then  o.u-  Bil.le  is  t,,...,  to  pim.».  Who  t^ave  then, 
a.ithor.ty  to  eall  .t  science^  Wonld  it  make  anv  difference  to 
1.S  If  It  w..,-,.  sen.nee^  Flow  ...n,.},  seie.ie..  will  save  a  soul^  Or 
(un.  \  h.storyr  What  .jifferen..,.  to  onr  e.xperi.-nee  of  sin  to 
o.ir  ^n-atit.i.le  or  .n-.-alilnde  to  God  f.n-  the  world  we  have'  lint 
our  great  ti-ouMe  is  not  on  o,ir  own  aeeoimt,  but  .-ath.  r  on  God's. 
(an  Gtod  nse  a  record,  traditional  in  origin,  allegorical  or  legen.l- 
ary  or  inythical  in  develoitnient,  to  convey  a  oont^'nt  of  Divine 
revelation?  dm  ll.,>  ...oral  life  of  a  race  be  inflnenced  bv  such 
•neans?  God  has  accomplished  these  ends  bv  similar  means 
without  difficultv.     The  leoen.l  of  ••  .<^anta  Glaus  "  has  inflnemW 
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?ii<TiiII,v  thr  livc.1  nl'  iMurc  cliildri'ii  tlii.ii  iiii.v  „\,v  Iii>i(,ric  fact  m 
the  .same  age. 

Kvcrv  sciciifitic  tluM.rv  <>{  iln-  niiivcrsc.  or  cvdi  ,,iir  ..wn  sulai 
system,  liiis  Im'cii  sii|Mr-c(lc<l  liy  a  li<'ttcr,  until  now  (nir  favorite, 
till'  Xi'l.iilar  'llicory.  i«  (lis<Tc<lit(  .1,  Ik  fine  tlic  hirlli  of  its  suc- 
cessor; while  tlie  (arlier  tlicorie-  are  now  mere  sn|)(r>titions ;  a:iil 
yetcverv  une  of  tlnse  theories  was  not  only  the  expn  ssion  of  in- 
teliiircnce.  iiiit  ii  tr.ineuiloiis  ,-tininlani  to  W(\iker  intelli-jences. 
Ani|  liy  these  iiiK'ertaintie-  onr  nu  nial  life  has  developed. 

Every  tlieory  of  ethics,  fmni    lin.ldha  t..  the  prexnt.   is  found, 

uj.on  examination,  to  he  inadicpiaie.     S( •  ,,f  these  theroies  arc  so 

lielpless  that  they  are  pitiful.      V(  t  every  mie  of  the-e  theories  was 

the  expression  of  the  relifiious  -ciouMie.;s  and  i -a]  ol)lifration 

of  the  aire,  and  either  corrected  some  previous  error  or  led  the  age 
toward  the  truth.      Kv(  ry  ethical  theory  has  Inen  a  footing  upon 

which  men  have  >i 1.  either  to  cornel  the  i)a.-t  or  anticipate  the 

future.      .Mi-^takes   have  occurred;   ermrs   have  cre])t    in;   hut   the 
only  incuralile  ernn'  is  the  persistent  refu>al  to  correct  it. 

Thus,  in  our  scienee  ami  ethics,  where  .,iir  nio>t  careful  work  has 
heeii  acconipli-heil,  w.'  find  that  the  iii-piring  ludiefs  ,,(  an  earlier 
j,ge  (l.elicfs  thai  have  advanced  the  world  intelh  ctually  and 
triorally  1.  theontically  and  jtractically  are  rejecti  d  i)y  a  succeecling 
.'!ge  as  at  least  useless.  IJut  the  truths  that  were  the  life  «(  these 
iorms  have  lieen  incorixirated  in  siiceeedini;-  forms  iha'  have  la  fter 
contained  and  (  xpresscl  tlu m.  I'mhahly.  of  all  the  intellectual 
monuments  of  the  race,  mathematics  alone  escapes  this  revision. 
1  hen  why  should  we  innurn  if  mir  forms  fur  the  expres-iou  of  our 
religious  life  should  un(l(  rgd  moditii-atinii>  (pialifyiii<r  them  to  cnn- 
vey  the  truth  fn>m  age  to  age?  (iod  emliodicw  the  truth  from  age 
to  age  in  form-;  suited  (o  the  successive  age~.  and  set-  the  aire  the 
task  of  extricating  that  truth  and  applyino-  it  to  life,  lie  ace  >in- 
plishes  this  hy  having  the  loaders  of  any  a<re  exjire^s  the  truth  re- 
vealed, in  forms  that  ins|)ire  the  tardy.  This  is  true  in  the  in- 
tellectual as  \v  the  moral  life. 

The  "nebular  theory*'  would  have  lieen  as  impos,-ihle  for  the 
age  of  Genesis,  without  teles<-oi)e  and  microscope,  a<  it  will  he 
useless  to  our  successors,  when  tin  ir  means  of  vision  ha\c  as  far 
surpassed  our  own. 

The  law  aholisliing  slavery  in  the  riiited  States  would  have 
been  as  impossihle  to  ^Nfo-es.  in  Exodus  iM.  as  it  will  he  u-eh  ss  to 
the  miti(Ui  in  which  «  verv  :p;iu  '•  1  "'^^  ]v<  tc  i-jlihor  as  hiiiiself."' 


_  (.o.i  ivval.  His  trial,  in  il„.  furii,  thai  tlir  a-,  i.  ...„n|M.f..Mt  f,> 
mtcrpivt.  1 1„.  ,.|,anp.  „{  furiii  <l.,..s  n-.t  in.an  flic  .Icnial  „f  tnitli 
Ihv  term  a  truth  assiniiw  may  .jclav  its  pru^rns-  fur  uiic  a..,.  hi,t 
can  never  annihilat..  it.  Thr  form  uf  (J.  n.  1:11  si. it., I  the  a-e 
aiul  till-  nation  .h-wlui  ,.,1  with  the  truth  it  saw  in  these  furiiis^t' 
i-X|)ro..ioi, ;  aii,|  the  truth  .,f  llin«,.  e.xpn --iuns  will  s|an,|  f,,r  all 
'11IK-.  Hilt  th(v,.  inniis  are  neither  an  "  historic  r<-<-,.r,|"  n,,,.  ■, 
sc'it  iitilic  treatise." 

But  some  ,,nc  will  he  likely  to  complain  that  if  (Jen.   I-    ll   |„. 

not  histury,  then  we  have  no  "  authentic  ac. t  "  of  ereation  ,,r 

ot  the  intro.liietiun  ..f  >in  on  this  planet.  (Jrant  ,|.  lint  how 
miK-h  more  ••authentic"  wuiihl  the  truth  of  (J,  ii.  1:11  l„.  if 
cv(ry  man  on  this  ,,|,ni,.t  vntd  it  an  "  histori.^  rec.nl  "  ur  i 
"scicniitic  treaii-e."  than  if  all  voted  it  "l.-emlarv  ami  tra,li- 
lonal  !  Ihe  record  w.-iiM  ivmain  ahs,,|utelv  what  it  is  despi:,  a 
universal  decision  to  call  it  l.y  a  dillercii'  name.      The  truth  it  t.  lis 

would  lint  ehan-e  hy  •  d, vision  t..  call  it  l.v  anoihrr  name.      \\V 

cannot  diaiii;,.  tl„.  truth  hy  simply  rhan-in-'thc  name  of  ih.'  form 
that  tnitli  has  taken.  The  troth  uf  the  narrativ..  i-  vindicat.d  hv 
Its  appeal  to  the  hiiinan  reas.ui.  not  l.v  the  name  aM-rihed  !•,  i:  l,v 
the  majority.  .\nd  h,  >ides  all  this,  the  umI'M  niove.l  alu„o  wdl 
eiinuirh.  even  if  slowly,  with  those  wli,;  livi  d  l.efoiv  this  ••  authentic 

account"  was  writieii.       .\nd  thai  mu~t  have  1 n  lor  cn-ideraM.. 

time,  as  we  have  n..  eviih  nee  of  any  miracle  in  the  invention  ■>( 
urifin-  which  wa-.  prohahly.  ,,(  !aie  l.irth  aiuI  slow  devel.,pm<ni. 

The  ]iuhlic  disi'ii-sioii>  over  the  form  of  (i.n.  i  :  |  i  ,l|,,iil,l  he  a 
imwerful  wariiiiia'  a,!:aiii^t  the  very  common  error  of  mi-takiim  the 
"  form  "  that  a  truth  assumes.  I'o,'  the  "  truth  "  itself,  which  inidit 
liave  taken  any  .d"  several  ditrereni  f.u-ms.  The  truth  expressed  in 
Gen.  1  iind  i'  ini.-ht  have  assumed  some  such  form  as  the  fo|l,,w- 
in<r:  "The  univc  r.-e  haiijr-  in  iinpicturahle  depondoiice  uf)oii  Cod." 
T3iit  all  will  admit  that  the  latt.  r  form  would  have  heen  (|uiie  iu- 
iippropriate  to  the  aiic  in  whi.di  Ceii.  1  and  l*  apjx  ar(  d. 

The  truth  of  CJen.  .'!.  the  -i-ardeii  and  the  fall,  miiz'ht  have  Ueni 
expressed  in  the  laiiiiineri  .  ''  Sin  is  an  awful  fact  of  linmaii  ex- 
perience, ])iit  hope  still  lives."  V,  t  how  would  t!  at  fonn  suit  the 
.nee  of  Genesis  ? 

The  truth  omhodied  in  the  story  of  the  flood  miirht  he  ^tatid 
more  briefly  and  scieiif  itically  in  the  one  sentence  :'•  There  is  a 
power  in  the  world  that  works  for  riirhteoiHiie-s."  Hut  th( 
Hebrew  wrote  it  in  letters  of  hi 1  ami  framed  It  in  human  -'oo- 
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liuria.  thill  can  niil.v  die  with  tlic  nice.  Ami  hcsidrs,  in  doiiijf  it  us 
the  llibrtw  did.  he  gave  u  chaste  and  ethical  content  to  the  for- 
merly iinethicui  nirrative  of  the  Hood;  thus  proving  his  fitnes-s  to 
he  chosen  as  the  mtdiiim  through  which  the  world's  Hed.eint'r 
might  appropriately  ap|>ear.  (Jod  working  redemption  in  the 
heart  of  man  |>roilnce(l  a  literature  calculated  aiul  competent  for 
the  message  of  redemption. 

The  truth  that  hreathes  in  the  geiu  alogy  of  .Vhraham  is: 
"  Moral  and  social  cpudities  are  reciprocally  operative."  The.se 
great  truths  arc  the  divine  life  of  the  early  forms  of  e.xprosinu  in 
Genesis;  am  ne  n.  w  forms  will  hear  cunfradictory  truth*.  If 
these  forms  hv  lo^t.  then  their  truth  will  reinhahit  anothir  form. 
The  truth  of  these  forms  cannot  die  while  humanity  exists;  for 
human  exjierience  is  the  proof  i,(  it,  truthfulness.  The  form  of 
expression  may  change,  luil  the  truth,  which  is  the  life  of  that 
form,  will  remain  forever. 

The  hattle.  then,  lictwicn  "criticism  "  and  "  faith"  will  surely 
Boon  suhside;  not  in  the  shameful  d<feat  of  either  jiarty — for  faith 
without  critical  investigation  is  Mind  superstition,  ami  criticism 
«'itlioiit  faith  may  l)e  either  logic  or  uuit.hematies ;  it  has  no  re- 
ligious value—  hut  in  mutual  helpfidness. 

Our  religious  heliefs,  with  their  attendant  eniotiotis,  are  tli(> 
motive  power  for  nuiny  nolde  deeds  in  life.  Our  reason  is  the 
kiiully  guide  to  prevent  our  Iieliefs  running  wild;  ''  and  what  Ciod 
'las  joined  fogcthi'i-  let  tiot  man  put  asunder." 

We  may  then  thank  (»od  that  parts  of  His  revealed  will,  as 
rec(U"ded  for  us.  have  escaped  the  limitations  of  historic  records 
(for  with  that  limitation  fJeii.  1  could  never  ha\<'  a|)pearc(l).  and 
have  been  preserved  from  the  fate  of  all  scientific  treatises  by  our 
religious  feelii  -;  and  that  in  their  own  way  they  breathe  and 
burn  with  eternal  truth,  that  will  l)e  heard  and  heeded  until  his- 
tory, with  its  exact  records,  and  science,  with  its  daring  anticipa- 
tions, shall  have  recognized  other  forms  than  theirs,  which  may 
reveal  truth,  and  some  spheres  in  which  even  they  cannot  much 
improve  the  earlier  forms  of  God's  handiwork. 
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